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Stern, G. B. THE YOUNG MATRIARCH Macmillan 


This is a "must" for anyone who has followed the fortunes of the Rakonitz 
tribe since The Matriarch won for the family new adherents. Not since A Deputy Was 
King has the family seemed so alive, so pulsing with that tumultuous overpowering 
vitality that was characteristic of successive members of the family -— the Matriarch 
lierself, alive in memory and tradition even a generation later; Toni, who has just died 
at the start of this book; Loraine-Spanish, Irish and Rakonitz in strange blend; and 
two new claimants of the mantle, young Babs, Toni's daughter, and the newly discovered 
aunt, Isidora, come into her own as Uncle Dietrich's daughter, after years of anonymity. 
I loved it — though I found it at times overwhelming in multiplicity of personalities, 
in assumption that the reader needs no introduction to anyone, in the author's liber- 
ties with time and transitions. It is primarily Babs' story, as she goes through the 
difficult growing pains of discovering that the Matriarch's ways are not always possible 
to imitate; her teens are filled with battles royal, as she is "adopted" by first one, 
then another relative, and her own intense and vivid personality demands power, immed- 
iate, all-controlling. There are flashbacks - one of the high spots of the book is the 
story of a dinner Haidee gave and the Matriarch took over; another characteristic epi- 
sode is the moving in of Rudi and his mistress, accepted by the family as a seal of 
20th century liberalism, in contrast to the muted secrecy about Dietrich and his lovely 
Annette. There's a slim thread of romance - there are tits of the war crashing into 
lives - and the story ends with Nicholas in the forces cf the Free French, Jason with 
the Greeks. Episodic - a tremendous canvas of Europe and America - fascinating to 
those in on the know, as it were, but not a book to suggest as a starter on G. B. 
Stern. $2.75 


November 6 


Swinnerton, Frank THE THANKLESS CHILD Doubleday, Doran 


This isn't the old magic Swinnerton, but it is a much better book than his 
last novel, The Fortunate Lady, An interesting psychological study of a strange, al- 
most morbid triangle, in which a father and daughter relationship is so strong that it 
breaks up one possible marriage after another, and makes the girl's contacts with the 
outside world completely out of focus. Then into this picture comes Kyle, gifted art- 
ist, with a double edged connection - an important business one with the father, an 
emotional one with the daughter - and a silent battle begins. A holding story, some- 
times told on an unrealistic plane, but adroitly built to the climax when the girl 
leaves home, and turns - not to the man she loves - but to an old suitor, who feeds her 
surface emotions, but who fails to hold her at the end. Swinnerton's craftsmanship 
makes this difficult subject interesting reading, but is not quite adequate to give 
the book a sense of time or place. It is almost as if it stood in a vacuum. $2.50 
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Slow Start for the Fall Season 


A new Angela Thirkell ts always good news for her fans, MARLING HALL (Knopf); a new 
Een Ames Williams, slow moving, photographic, TIME OF PEACE (Houghton, Mifflin. V. 
Sackville-west, GRAND CANYON (Doubleday) for an appreciative audience. And a dark 
horse that we liked, QUICKSILVER, by Fitaroy Davis (Harcourt, Brace). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


September 17 
Davis, Fitzroy QUICKSILVER Harcourt, Brace 


s For those who revel in getting behind the scenes in theatre, here is a good, 
solid, meticulously detailed and very alive picture of a road company tour, written 
sympathetically, knowledgeably, by an actor-director. The cast in full dimension, with 
the good and the bad, the weak and the strong - a complete category of theatre, from 
the star to the bit players, stage managers, publicity men; from an indictment of the 
monarchy of the star system to the hope for the future in group movements; from the bad 
and purple spots that the public assumes to be true of all theatre, to the gracious, 
kindly and sincere gestures of the real people of theatre...Spotlighted is young Henry 
Carmichael, established in character parts, who loves rigidly conventional Judith. The 
breakup in his parents' marriage and the death of his best friend mark the tour as a 
time for growing up and finding new values. There is Constance, understudying Miss 
Evvy, the star, whose first affair teaches her the value of her love for Henry; there 
is Miss ivvy, fearing age, failure, disclosures about her personal life, expanding 
under the success of the tour; there is Mrs. Terry, from England, big, bluff, honest, 
gay; there is Joel, a newcomer in the part of Tybalt, who lands in pictures; there is 
Douglas Gray, hard, cruel, perverted. The novel interweaves their lives as they move 
from place to place, against a kaleidoscope of glamour seen from the inside, with great 
gobs about theatre, acting, politics, personalities. Definitely not for the ultra- 
conservative or the prurient minded or the bluenoses; but for anyone who wants a seri- 
ous novel of the stage provinces...originally announced for Macmillan's list and later 
withdrawn. Now cut from 500,000 words to 325,000 words - so still a whale of a book. 


There's not been anything quite like it since - perhaps — Broome Stages. $3.00 
SeptemberB0  /6//9 
Lyttle, Jean TODAY THE SUN RISES Creative Age Press 


Frankly, this struck us as a bad cross between fiction and spiritualism. 
Monica Beamish tells the story of Honour Cartwright, whose life she claims bears a 
"strange parallelism" to her own. Monica is a hangover’ of 1914 era, who lounges through 
two husbands, sundry lovers, a career, and has as confidante Honour who "materializes" 
at off times. Honour too had had two husbands, and a son by each. Come the second 
world war, her sons are fighting on opposite sides, one German, one English. She seeks 
solace in Monica (why, one wonders?), and at the close, Monica sends her back to stead- 
fast Mark, and in so doing, realizes that she too has someone she can count on,...Per- 
haps we missed the point, but it seems sorta screwy to us. $2. 50 


September 21 
Thirkell, Angela MARLING HALL Knopf 


. Cheers for another Thirkell - our recipe for perfect escape reading these 
days. Post Dunkirk period - and an addition to the Thirkell gallery of county charac- 
ters and mannered comedy in this tale of the Marlings and an assortment of family and 
friends. The story centers around widowed Lettice and her two suitors, David, quick- 
silver when it comes to permanent attachments, and Tom, silent but tenderly dependable. 
There is the hierarchy of nursery and adult factions; there's fervent interest in all 
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phases of war activities; there is juggling of family relationships, near romances, 
clashes. There ure scenes above stairs and below; there are teas, luncheons, dinners, 
parties and Christmas to round out the picture of a gradual awakening on the part of 
the upper classes that the old way is gone, the new way uncertain. All done with the 
accepted Thirkell charm, inconsequentiality, humor, with enough bite but no bitterness, 
and that irresistibly diverting panorama of the foibles and qualities of people that 
she has made her province. $2. 50 


September 28 


Frost, Elizabeth Hollister THIS SIDE OF LAND Coward, McCann 


The period - around 1810, with faint rumblings of another war in the offing. 
The setting —- Nantucket, a woman's island during two thirds of every year, until the 
men come back from the Banks and the whale fishing. Elizabeth Frost can be commended 
for a convincing recapturing of place and time, of people, and the way they felt and 
thought and spoke and looked, and the things they did. One shares the daily round; 
one sees the intolerance, the suspicions, the criticism - and then the openhearted, 
openhanded response to emergency. Beyond that - for me - the book fails, for the 
story, the romance, the adventure bogs down in the artificiality and sentimentality of 
the style. (There is the suggestion that this might be another Windswept, as the story 


centers around one family and their beloved home. But it isn't!) $2.75 
October 1 
Halper, Albert THE LITTLE PEOPLE Harper 


Wielder of a scalpel once again, Halper strips the surface to show up the 
nerves and tissues of an organization, this time a specialty shop of luxury furs and 
millinery, in Chicago. His "little people" are the employees of the shop, with the 
basement and its workers, as the focus. There is the hatter, whose wife is dying of 
cancer; there are the messenger boys and the shipping clerks and the furriers; there 
is the brash young elevator boy whose yearning for romance finds vent in lewd imagin- 
ings and abortive gropings when he spends his slender funds on dance hall dames and 
Skating missies. There is a millinery worker, who comes down to the basement for a 
daily cup of coffee, always hoping for a word from the flashy salesman. There is the 
old watchman, whose life is wrapped up in the interests of the firm he has served for 
sixteen years. There are glimpses of human emotions in the raw - of people on the edge 
of uncertainty, emotionally, physically, financially. There are ironic sidelights on 
social questions - there's life and death and birth and ramance and disillusionment. 
Halper has a faculty for making his situations and his people real, but his is rot a 
faculty for prettifying the seamy side of life. There is plenty of the flesh - the one 
commodity not always priced. ‘ware your market. Not for Public Libraries. $2.50 


Kelland, Clarence Budington SUGARFOOT Harper 


Good workmanlike job of action and color, in a story of pioneer Arizona, 
after the Civil War. Jackson Redan, of gentle Southern blood, learns the hard way when 
he comes to Prescott. His mentors are a wise Jewish merchant, a far seeing saloon own- 
er, an outspoken landlady, and his enemy, Stint, given to lawlessness and ruthlessness. 
Their quarrel comes to a head over Reva, singing in the saloon, but wanting a respect- 
able life, which "Sugarfoot" can give her once he has beaten Stint and proved his 


right to be a big man in the community. (S E P serialization.) $2. 50 
October 2 
Corle, Edwin COARSE GOLD Dutton 


The chronicle of a town, with only one character of importance, and he a 
philosopher who comes to the ghost town to escape the outside world. Coarse Gold had 
been a boom town in the 1890's — but that time was past. The philosopher, seeking the 
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"ultimate reality" finds the outside world intruding in the person of a young professor 
seeking tungsten. It is found in quantity, and the town faces a second boom. As a 
story, it is rather inconclusive, though it is characterized by the sensitive style of 
the author of Solitaire. , $2.50 
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Williams, Ben Ames TIME OF PEACE VY Houghton, Mifflin 
September 26, 1930- December 7, 1941 


Let's look at this as a fictionized Only Yesterday of the 30's - photograph- 
ic, phonographic record. I felt it much more accurate as a reflection of Mr. Average 
American Citizen during those years than the Granville Hick's book, with its controver- 
sial pros and cons on Communism. Through the characters, particularly through Mark and 
his son and his close friends, one follows the changing focus of thought and emotion, 
from "It's not our problem. We wont get fooled again" to "We're in it - the whole way." 
It is Boston speaking, with undercurrents from other parts of the country. But it is 
upper crust Boston, anti-New Deal, slowly veering towards being pro-British, grudgingly 
accepting Roosevelt's foreign policy, and so on. There is a dependable solidity to 
Williams’ assured handling of people and situations - slow motion, recognizable.$2.75 


October & os 
Raddall, Thomas H. HIS MAJESTY'S YANKEES © Doubleday, Doran 


In September (see page 294) Scribner is publishing Cyril Harris' One Braver 
Thing, which is a story of the early struggle of the American Loyalists to find a foot- 
hold in dissension torn Nova Scotia. Now comes His Majesty's Yankees, a more intimate- 
ly detailed record of the reasons for that dissension. The two books dovetail neatly. 
Mr. Raddall shows a country divided against itself, with the Whigs, perhaps, in the 
majority, but unequipped, scattered, unprepared to stand off the power of the mother 
country unless aid comes from the other colonies, with which they consider themselves 
allied. Most of them are New Englanders who have won this soil by fighting and perser- 
verance. They expect help from Massachusetts - and it does not come. From Congress, 
meeting in Philadelphia - and they are ignored. From Washington - and he has all he 
can do to keep his own tiny force together. Families are divided. Conflicting plans 
bring confusion. Through the story, the plot centers chiefly around young Dave, vig- 
orously anti-Tory, and at the end disillusioned, willing to accept the inevitable and 
turning against the Rebels who have themselves turned pirates. Nova Scotia, particul- 
arly Halifax and Liverpool section; New Brunswick; and the Cumberland section - these 
form the chief scanes of conflict. Fascinating reading to anyone to whom details of 
an unfamiliar phase of the struggle are of interest. But perhaps overladen with 
minutiae for the average reader who wants faster paced narrative and more romance.$2.75 


October 14 
Glaspell, Susan NORMA ASHE Lippincott 


At a time when people are groping for some sense of the infinite, this story 
of a woman's life, and of how - in spite of years when she lost the light - she was 
able ultimately to grasp it again, should have a message for readers. Realistically, 
Susan Glaspell has traced the threads of Norma's changing focus; from the youthful 
aspirations, as she went out from the inspired teacher in a jerk water college, to the 
stultifying actualities of poverty, loss of ideals and faith as the man she loved 
proved to be a cheat and liar, and died, leaving her penniless. The “vision" was lost. 
and then Rosie came to her, for help -— and went away sorrowing. And her son had to be 
redeemed from a jail sentence with her one last treasure. And she turned her back on 
the down-at-heal boarding house - and sought to find her youth in the city of Chicago. 
She meets Austin again, go-getter of the old college group. She meets Emil, who has 
held to the ideal ~ even as he scoffed; but who almost destroys the new hope in her 
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heart. And at the end, though rather gropingly, Norma Ashe reaches out once more, 
beyond the trammels of the world. A story with a message; but somehow, the message 
bogs down a bit. $2. 50 


October 21 
Stevenson, D. E. CROOKED ADAM Farrar & Rinehart 


Smooth, capable brew, but somewhat outside her previous province, is this 
story of a schoolmaster who proved that a cripple could help his country in other than 
military ways. Protecting his headmaster and his invention, an incendiary beam, vital 
to British warfare, Adam journeys to Scotland, has successful brushes with Nazi agents, 
and eventually, with the help of stout Scotsmen, breaks up the ring operating to cir- 
cumvent all inventions of value. Adam finds adventure and romance, and conquers his 


handicap. Appealing Scottish scenery as background. $2. 50 
October 22 ry, 
Creed, Virginia VOYAGE OF THE HEART Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The author's thesis is this - that there is nothing like an unhappy mar- 
riage to turn an innocent into a dangerous woman. Provocative handling of a tricky 
theme, with a certain fascination, in an intense, often too intimate story of the emo- 
tional maturing of a young girl. Elise makes a good if indifferent marriage to an 
obvious young man, Sonny, who takes her round the world on a honeymoon. At the start, 
Elise is sheltered, sensitive, dormant. Three men bring her out of her immaturity:- 
Count Thun, psychiatrist, who understands her too well; Grange, Hollywood star, with 
whom she has a meaningless, sensuaily satisfactory affair, and Martin, whom she meets 
in the Far East, loves and loses. He alone shares her mystical inclinations. And the 
return to America finds her hardened, sterile, sophisticated...Feminine market. $2.50 / 


Jones, Idwal THE VINEYARD 10/1 “Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


On September 4th, Alice Tisdale Hobart's The Cup and the Sword (see p. 347) 
is to be published. Now comes this second book on California's wine industry, a book 
on ‘a smaller scale, but a nice piece of work, presenting with fidelity and sympathy 
the tradition of the vineyard, the devotion of the vintner to his fields. This is the 
story of one vineyard, Montino, of how Regola had lowered its quality for bigger re- 
turns, and of how his son, Hector, is persuaded by Alda, daughter of an old grower, to 
bring back the finer vines, and how this policy is carried on by Cleve, Alda's adopted 
son. Montino regains its eminence - and then is outlawed with Prohibition. Thus the 
story precedes the other in point of time, and is more wholly the story of the nature 
of an industry that is both a profession and a vocation and a way of life. Jones has 
caught the essential quality of these people, dedicated to the vineyards. $2.50 \ 
Note:- Special Coast publication date - October 12th.- 


October 23 
MeKee, Ruth Eleanor STORM POINT Doubleday, Doran 


The story of a family line, cursed by violence, whose youngest member, Sheila, 
comes of age via all problems of feminine development. Raised by her hard-drinking 
musician father, her forbearing mother whose dancing career has been finished by an 
accident, her stalwart, wise, if overly religious grandmother, Sheila's heart belongs 
to Storm Point, isolated dairy farm of the Storms. Strenuous instruction in music and 
dancing threatens her health, and a tutor opens new worlds and a more normal way of 
life, with college as a goal. Her father's unfaithfulness and her mother's suicide 
block her adjustment at the University, she finally adapts herself and then is con- 
fronted by pregnancy. She marries the boy, whom she doesn't love, and it is grand- 
mother who settles the problem of an unwanted husband. Solid feminine fare. $2.50 
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a October 23 
Sackville-West, V. GRAND CANYON Doubleday, Doran 


Elegance of style for a sober fantasy of 1945, when a too early peace has 
made possible a war between the Reich-controlled States of Europe and the Federated 
States of North America, and a handful of European exiles and Americans are caught in 
the attack on the great air bases near the Grand Canyon. To Mrs. Temple, world and 
war-weary, and Mr. Dale, English too, comes understanding and affection through their 
participation in the lives of their fellow hotel guests, the escape from the bombard- 
ment down into the Canyon, where all ailments, illnesses are miraculously cured, and 
where radio news of the conflict throughout the country ends with an earthquake in New 
York City...A prophetic warning of impermanent peace, with lively interpretations of 
psychology, philosophy, personalities. For the jaded rather than the multitude. $2.50 


Lawrence, Josephine THERE IS. TODAY | Little, Brown 


Again a thesis novel - and apparently a certain, and large, market, likes to 
have some lessons wrapped up in stories and packaged this way. In this new novel, 
Josephine Lawrence defends the young couple of today and attacks the older generation 
who wont have ‘to fight*at the front and talk their way through. Candance and Andrew 
Thane, very quiet, very young and puised, marry, and move into a four family apartment 
house, and despite their determination to make the best of what little time they have 
together before Andy is called up, they face difficulties from intrusive neighbors. 
Mrs. Fitts and Mrs. Waters try to steamrcll them into patriotic organizations; Mr. 
Waters served in the last war and never forgot it. They all imply that Andy's marriage 

6 was mere draft evasion, and that the coming baby’is just another "out". With patience 
and dignity, the young Thanes ignore the neighbors, make the most of their year, and 
Dace has her baby just before Andy is called. Hard, but often just, excoriation of the 
militant Amazons of the A W VS who. buy uniforms and hoard silk stockings, who do ail 
for show and nothing for real charity. Exaggerated, occasionally fact falsifying pre- 
sentation of a general problem of today, in which she pounds to prove her point - but 
proves it. $2. 50 


Noveme6en1 1 trbrsare, (943. 
Wilhelm, Gale THE TIME BETWEEN Morrow 


Live story of today, with the strong emotionalism, tightly handled, that one 
has come to expect from Gale Wilhelm. This is the story of Dick and Goby; Dick's re- 
turn home for ten days after heroic air action in which he was wounded; Goby's initial 
refusal to marry him, because of his mother, and subsequent elopment, and the few days 
together before his return to the front. The fear, impermanence, insecurity of the 
times partly offset by the strength of their love. But the story seems scarcely more 


than an episode. Gale Wilhelm has dexterity for this type of thing. $2. 00 
Late Comers - These 
Lieferant, Henry & Sylvia HEAVENLY HARMONY Dial 


Holding romance for rental library fans and a good clean story for public 
libraries. Good blend of music and social background, as Corby, young American vio- 
linist, whose life has been his music, falls in love with glamour girl, Leda, and 
comes close to sacrificing his career for her. She selfishly tries to ebsorb him into 

@ her round of night clubs et al; he injures his hand in a fight with her former suitor; 
bitterness and disillusionment separate them. But at the end, after a separation which 
tempers them both, things come right again. Contemporary N Y C. (Publ.) $2. 00 
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Manoff, Arnold TELEGRAM FROM HEAVEN Dial 


An unglamorous "Kitty Foyle", this story of Sylvia Singer's dreams of mar- 
riage and something different, something better than she has known in the Bronx (New 
York City), security of mind and body. She "hunts" other men, but it is Paul to whom 
she comes back, with whom she argues, to whom she succumbs, and with whom she finally 
breaks. She takes a job at domestic work to provide some income for her mother and 
brother; she evaluates the world in her own terms. And then comes Pearl Harbor, her 
"telegram from heaven", which helps focus her ambitions, show her that the job to be 
done is bigger than her problems. She smooths things out with Paul, now in the Army, 
and sets out for defense factory work. Honest, revealing, and a sober Kober feel to 
the style. (Published). $2. 50 


Seifert, Elizabeth SURGEON IN CHARGE Dodd, Mead 


Slighter than her previaus books, but good relaxative. There is more love, 


less medication, in this easily taken rental remedy. Three men in a hospital, all 
troubled by the hospital superintendent, beautiful and impervious. The nephew of the 
head surgeon neglects his work for her; the refugee pediatrician neglects his wife; 
while the head surgeon, resentful, prudishly suspicious, finally capitulates and all 


is well. Rentals. (9/9) $2. 50 
Straight Escape - Mysteries - Westerns - Thrillers 
September 14 
Halliday, Brett MICHAEL SHAYNE TAKES OVER Holt 


Good value in omnibus volume which includes Dividend on Death, Private 
Practice of Michael Shayne, The Uncomplaining Corpses and Bodies Are Where You Find 


Them. Toughies, of the Perry Mason school. A popular series. $2. 49 
Septenbsa-80 4/4 

Wellard, James Howard SNAKE IN THE GRASS Dodd, Mead 

° A simple, neat and honest job of murder in a luxury Georgia hotel, sleuthed 


by the State Bureau of Investigation but solved by their thorn-in-the side, Mr. Hunt, 
whose connections with underworld characters make him a prime suspect. Many blind 
alleys, but ultimately Hunt forces the officials to accept his version of the crime and 
clears himself. Aboveboard - good going. Winner of $1000 Red Badge Mystery Prize. 

$2. 00 


October 6 
Acre, Stephen THE YELLOW OVERCOAT Dodd, Mead 


Fresh angle in mystery field as rolling stone Devlin inherits his dead 
uncle's mail order detective institute, and is forced to turn sleuth himself in order 
to get himself out of a double murder jam. Bucking the police, other private detect- 
ives, evading arrest and dirty fighting and gambling his way out, he manages to clear 


himself by handing the police the perpetrator and killer. Speedy. $2. 00 
October 15 
Gruber, Frank THE GIFT HORSE Farrar & Rinehart 


Johnny Fletcher and Sam Cragg rough their way through a fine bit of guerilla 
warfare in a complex case which involves a gift horse (for whom they are guardians), 
a bookie, a murdered jockey, some itching-palmed relatives and fixed racing. Always 
after a jackpot, they find themselves better off broke, but they crack the case en 


route. Slick, slaphappy. $2.00 
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October 23 

McCully, Walbridge DEATH RIDES TANDEM Doubleday, Doran 

The murder of a doctor via a forged prescription for poison implicates his 

new, young, second wife, her mother, a dope addict, a jealous daughter, a money-seek- 


ing brother and a bounder playing both the second wife and the daughter off, the one 
against the other. Local D A sleuths the case, which is obvious enough, with the help 


of Kay, who tells all about it. Manufactured - ordinary. $2.00 
October 27 
Disney, Dorothy & THIRTY DAYS HATH SEPTEMBER Random House 


Perry, George Sessions 


* The Connecticut shore for a fatal weekend among an ingratiating group of 
old acquaintances. The murder of a cosmetics career woman implicates her hosts, Tom 
and Sally, who cloud its solution by their independent investigation. Shrewd Sheriff 
Brent gets the answer in spite of amateur interference. Practised - pleasant. $2.00 


November 6 
Knight, Kathleen Moore BELLS FOR THE DEAD Doubleday, Doran 
* Lady (almost) alone against an inimical family when she comes as an un-~ 
welcome bride to the Thorntree coffee finca in Guatemala. Murder, hushed up by the 
‘Thorntrees as an accident, ostracizes her, but an alliance with the feared and domina- 


ting grandmother, clears her and spots the killer. Smooth stuff. $2, 00 


Russell, Charlotte Murray MURDER STEPS IN Doubleday, Doran 


Shoe manufacturer Noah Harper and his observant wife Louella protect and 
aid young Julie when murder meets her in Miami. It is his knowledge of shoes, the 
people that wear them and what they are hiding that enables Noah to set the police on 


the right track in apprehending the killer of a shady promoter...Adequate. $2, 00 
Short, Luke RIDE THE MAN DOWN Doubleday, Doran 
* A I = with a loyal young foreman saving a 70,000 acre spread from scheming 


crooks by his daring and fighting ability, for the young heiress, unable to protect 
herself. Though danger seems his only gain, his courage wins the girl. Good. $2.00 


Special Note 


At the end of the juvenile section, we are running, under a heading Marginal Book 

a review of the new Elizabeth Goudge, THE BLUE HILLS (Coward, McCann). They are pub- 
Lishing thts as a juvenile. We feel its potential market 1s a very special sort of 
adult market. Read the report and judge for yourselves. 
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“UST BOOKS 


September 14 


White, W. Le THEY WERE EXPENDABLE Harcourt, Brace 


x No novel, no news story, no personal experience story of journalist or 
fighter has come out of this war that stirred me more than this almost baldly simple 
and unadorned record of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 3 in the il‘-fated Philippine 
campaign. Don't miss it! White has the faculty for seeing into men's hearts and 
minds and souls; he makes the story not his retelling of the story as told him by 
Kelly and Bulkeley and Akers and Cox, but the men's own story, particularly Kelly's 
story. Yes, and its Peggy's story too, the story of the gallant young nurse who was 
at Bataan and at Corregidor, and in the seaplane that cracked up on the takeoff. It 
is a record of a hopeless struggle against impossible odds; it is a story of a minia- 
ture American Dunkirk; it is the story of Bataan and Corregidor and the taking off of 
MacArthur and Quezon, and the sinking of a Jap cruiser, of impossible escapes and 
incredible bravery, of human anger and despair and disillusionment and an undying will 
to finish the job. An indictment against inadequacies and red tape that should carry 
a message to every reader. Book of the Month special selection for October. $2.00 


DARK HORSES 
; / 
octpeet l vO 
Rukeyser, Muriel WILLARD GIBBS Doubleday, Doran 


This may prove one of the most important books of the year; it will get an 
outstanding critical and scientific press, and a slow build-up of sales. Gibbs is to- 
day ranked by world scientists as among the first five scientists since the Renaissance, 
He has been called the "father of physical chemistry". He was the discoverer of "the 
Phase Rule", from which stem such widely divergent aspects of modern science as new 
developments of alloys, of metallurgy, petrology, agriculture, the dye industry, high 
explosives, medicine, and mathematics. Modern refrigeration owes him a debt, lique- 
faction. of helium, radio activity. His discovery of the chemical potential linked 
classical thermodynamics and contemporary electro-and physical chemistry. And yet, 
because he live@ his life bounded by the physical limitations of Yale University and 
New Haven, receiving recognition abroad when scarcely known here, his contemporary 
Edison is known to every schoolboy, and Gibbs, a greater man, is unknown. Muriel 
Rukeyser has done a great service supremely well. The world has become his labora- 

, $3. 50 


tv @) ys y “ : y , 
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Baldwin, Leland STORY OF THE AMERICAS Simon & Schuster 


This has a chance for a market comparable to The Story of Philosophy, ac- 
celerated by the fact that a composite history of the whole American continent is a- 
cutely needed. Most readers will find the South American (Hispanic American) chapters 
more exciting reading than those dealing with history and trends and significances. 
more or less familiar. Leland Baldwin, one of our young historians, has the faculty 
for intense concentration without sacrificing a sense of drama and pace and personal- 
ities (this is true in greater degree of the southern part of the hemisphere strangely 
enough. A South American might feel that the history of North America was almost im- 
personal, once the period of conquest was past.) I particularly liked his analysis of 
the basic differences in tempo and psychology and the effect on history. He succeeded 
in differentiating the developments of the various South American countries, so that - 
at the close - one has a sense of melding without superimposing, a sense of history 
still in the making. Much of the material will be new to the average reader. Baldwin 
at times allows his personal bias to color his manner of presenting facts but on the 
whole is objective, and thoroughly readable. $5. 00 
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Non-fiction 





September 1, 1942 


Above Level of Good Rets This Time 


Sequel to YOUNG YAN OF CARACAS in YOUNG YAN OF THE WORLD by T. R. Ybarra (Ives Washburn) ; 
a supertor bit of giddiness in OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY by Cornelia Otis Skinner 
and Emily Kimbrough (Dodd, Mead). And a dark horse (no pun intended) in HORSELESS 
BUGGY by fatrine MacGlashan (Little, Brown). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Non-fiction 
September 21 


Brodie, Bernard A LAYMAN'S GUIDE TO NAVAL STRATEGY Princeton 


A stodgy - and not too accurate - title for an important book, which should 
help clarify the confused thinking on the subject of the place the navy plays in the 
war. Not only does he succeed in clearing the air of the rubbish talked of naval ob- 
solescence, but here gives an intelligible interpretation of the naval campaigns to 
date. The book is sound, clear, concise; it gets back to solid realities. Brodie, 
author of Sea Power in the Machine Age, is no reactionary; he is quick to perceive and 
evaluate the overwhelming importance of new weapons, but feels that they leave under- 
lying principles unchanged and that in the last analysis men win the wars with machines, 
not vice versa. Experts may pick some flaws in details, as for instance some inaccur- 
acies in Japanese naval history, but basically - for the average reader - it is a de- 
pendable and interesting job. $2.50 


September 22 


Holmes, Ernest NEW THOUGHT TERMS AND THEIR MEANINGS Dodd, Mead 

No review necessary on this. Either you have a market for it or you haven't. 
For it is a dictionary of metaphysical terms and phrases. $2.00 
Smith, Denys AMERICA AND THE AXIS WAR Poca 1)4 Macmillan 


More readable than one might expect from what sounds like a twice told tale. 
For the author has cleverly driven a straight line through the vast welter of material 
and by keeping always to the point of view of American domestic and foreign pglicy 
political machinery and public opinion, he has given old material a new persp®etive and 
made the facts stand out in an illuminating light. He follows the progress from the 
Kellogg Pact through Pearl Harbor; how incredibly we clung to our illusion of isola- 
tionism. He describes the crablike progress towards a realistic view of our respon- 
sibility, pointing out along the way, with ne hesitation, the mistakes we have made and 
the lessons we should have learned. Well written, in clear, concise style. $300 


September 24 


Forster, E. M. VIRGINIA WOOLF Harcourt, Brace 


A slim little volume, which might well serve as a model of what literary 
appraisal might be. This was delivered as a Rede Lecture in Cambridge, England, in a 
year (1941) which Mr. Forster says was not a good year for judgment. Nonevheless he 
has given us not only a succinct portrait of Virginia Woolf, but a searching appraisal 
of the springs of her genius, the quality of her work. "She liked writing", he says. 
And later "Literature was her merry-go-round as well as her study". He shows how hers 
was a poetic method applied to fiction; her characters were evanescent; her settings 
socially limited for she was essentially a snob. He shows her work conditioned by her 
period, but always indicative of basic elements in her personality, her almost sensu- 
ous appreciation of things she saw, smelt, tasted. A tribute to her.as a woman - and 
as an artist, marking a milestone in English literature. $1.00 
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September 24 
Woolf, Virginia THE DEATH OF THE MOTH Harcourt, Brace 


A posthumous collection of her essays, written over a twenty year period, 
but issued ten years after her Second Common Reader. For the most part, the essays 
fall into two classes - slight, charming, almost idyllic bits of atmosphere writing; 
and critical essays, chiefly on figures of a period past (Coleridge, Sara Coleridge, 
Shelley, Henry James, George Moore and others). There are a few - a very few —- more 
personal bits - one on the subject of her horror of being thought middlebrow - high- 
brow, yes, but never the other. Only one even touches on the war. Interesting to read 
immediately after the Forster Virginia Woolf, and to trace and check with him through 


a fresh approach to unread material. $3.00 
Septembg>- 25 [tal a 
Bingham, Alfred TECHNIQUES OF DEMOCRACY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


An excellent handbook, to read, to own, for the man or woman who takes his 
duties as a democratic citizen seriously and who wants to function more intelligently. 
The author - member of the Connecticut State Legislature —- examines the techniques of 
democracy, the ballot, the representative assembly, party politics, etc. and shcws 
the weaknesses and strong points, revealing the failure of traditional techniques and 
suggesting that we keep dtmocracy up to date. He shows how the ballot and party system 
(if it becomes one party) can slip over the border into totalitarianism. He discusses 
democratic techniques of public administration and the system of committees, boards, 
bureaux etc. that make up such administration. His material is well organized and 
well presented, and should help the thoughtful citizen to think through problems in 
political, business and community life. Editor of liberal monthly, Common Sense. 

$3.00 YY 
September 28 


Held, John DANNY DECOY Ae S. Barnes 


Nonsense book for the sportsman (though not so subtly clever in its fine 
points as that memorable series last season). ‘This is really a picture book about a 
decoy that was so ashamed of the use to which he was put, that he slipped anchor and 
went out to sea. John Held knows his subject, and has drawn enchanting pictures. 
But I'd say it was really a book for children to share with adults. $1.00 


Breckenridge, Major R. P. MODERN CAMOUFLAGE Farrar & Rinehart 


From the proverbial fig leaf to the immediate "protective concealment" of 
factories in your own neighborhood, this is a comprehensive, up to the minute study 
by an authority. Major Breckenridge is an active Army Engineer, and has written 
this from the engineer's standpoint, giving scant attention to artists or designers. 
Nonetheless, he does much to strip "camouflage" of its Sunday supplement hokum and 
present the art as it really is, a craft based on commonsense. He presents contem- 
porary accepted methods, with good illustrations, and supplies a valuable, construc-— 
tive handbook which will supplement the meagre information on a subject of immediate 
interest to artists, designers, engineers, architects, horticulturists, painters, 
photographers, students, artisans, craftsmen. $3. 50 
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September 29 


Cole, G. D. H. EUROPE, RUSSIA AND THE FUTURE Macmillan 


Accept in advance the fact that G.D.H. Cole is a "liberal" of the left wing 
Socialist group, that he is inclined to generalize and to speak in broad terms of 
ideologies and theories. He assumes it is accepted that the post-war world will dis- 
card capitalism and choose between fascism and socialism. Within these limits, he 
goes on to state that nationalism should no longer determine sovereignty, that Social- 
ists must learn to "think supra-nationally, democrntically and realistically about the 
future". He appeals to Western Europe to work with Russia now, to assure socialism 
and not fascism later. He discusses separately the different parts of Europe, includ- 
ing Germany, in relation to his plan for a future supra-national, socialist world, in 
which national elements continue to exist through cultures and religion. Realistic 





handling, in simple, clear language - provided you accept his assumptions. oer cm 





SeptsaeeF So plea 


Franck, Harry A. REDISCOVERING SOUTH AMERICA 


5 
se, A { fell hg 
Lippincott 


This seasoned traveler returns after some thirty years to the countries of 
South America and presents a leisurely, personal account of travel for travel's sake, 
with enough of a mixture of past and present, history, politics, current trends, social 
and economic life, North American relations, to make this more than a guide book, and 
with enough of intimate details of family travel to keep it very human. Taking his 
wife and ten year old son, Pete, who had an appendectomy before they reached their 
first port, was hospitalized in Panama, and suffered the results of the operation 
throughout the trip -—- and later -— the three of them use all available means of travel, 
separate and meet, and thoroughly enjoy a grand scale tour. And there's plenty, for 
the armchair tourist, of places, lakes, mountains, highways and byways, people in the 
South American news, foreign impenetration, etc., etc., to sustain this author's pop- 


ularity. Illustrated photographs. $3075 
0 O 
NX 
Syptembort? = /o-/ 
Brett, Homer — BLUEPRINT FOR VICTORY Appleton-—Century 


Not a book calculated to give comfort and hope to the reader. On the con- 
trary, it will make readers good and mad, which is perhaps a good thing. The gist of 
the book is this:-— first a preamble in which he gives a picture of total war today, 
and the devastating possibility of a long war; then an attempt to tell how the war can 
be won quickly. Unfortunately, he spewndstaomuch time telling what should not have 
been done. He condemns mistakes made by our Allies and by our leaders; he condemns 
Dorothy Thompson's idea that we must defeat Hitler first; he goes into a sarcastic ac- 
count of the blunders of Pearl Harbor and the Philippine campaign, and the loss of the 
Aleutian outer islands; he criticizes virtually our whole system of defense. Finally, 
he gets around to his own theory:- Japan first, knocked out with a few well placed 
blows (he feels they are more vulnerable than they appear). Next, offensive action 
from the north through the Aleutians, to the heart of the Japanese Empire, rather than 
the present strategy of working up from the South. He makes it sound logical enough - 
but too much of it is based on the conjectures of a confessed anateur (and a sorehead 
at that). It seems to this reader that he oversimplifies, that he puts his faith on 
the young, inexperienced officers, rather than the older men...-Not a book about which 
one can be neutral. Perhaps if one wanted to have one's own doubts and distrust sub- 
stantiated, this would be a book to cherish. Anyhow, it wont be ignored. * $1.75 
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October 1 JO-e es 


Borland, Hal AMERICA IS AMERICANS Harper 


It seems to me that this is the kind of poetry people will like today. It 
has a ruggedness and colloquial folk quality that gives it something of a modern Whit- 
man touch. There are marching rhythms - and there are no rhythms; there are odd rhyme 
structures - and no rhyme structures. There is enough flag waving and patriotism to 
make one feel that he is a bit of a jingo - and then, suddenly, humor and barbed wit 
relieve it of the charge of sentimentality. Occasional passages of lyrical beauty; 
recurrent awareness of deep undercurrents of thought and sensitivity, balance an al- 
most crude strength and virility. I liked them. Drawings by Stanley Wood. $1.75 y 


Eastman, Max LOT'S WIFE Harper 


"Trenchant modern rhyme"? Well, perhaps. But I loathed it. The story of 
Lot and the destruction of Sodom was never one of my favorites; I always thought Lot 
rather a stick. Now I think he was a louse, and should have perished with the city. 
A brutal, ugly, salacious, unpleasant narrative poem based on the Oid Testament story, 
enlivened by a prying, lewd imagination. $2.00 


Janowsky, Dr. Oscar ~ Ed. THE AMERICAN JEW lo ~ 1 Harper 


A composite portrait made by presenting different phases of American Jewry 
as seen by leaders of Jewish thought in the fields of religion, education, letters. 
“This is volume two in a survey undertaken by Hadassah, the women's Zionist organiza- 
tion. The general trend is, naturally, in favor of the Zionist movement and the re- 
building of Palestine as a Jewish state; most of the contributors seem to tend towards 
the reconstructionism program, which seems to be a modification of orthodoxy, a 
strengthening of the weaknesses of the reformed element, an expanding of fundamentals 
of the educational program, and the preserving of free opportunity to make the desired 
and necessary vocational adjustments. Against an historical background, the various 
facets are presented - religion, education, culture, economic trends, anti-Semitism, 
current philosophy of Jewish life, and Zionism. Enlightening for Jews and Christians. 
$2.50 — 
Morgan, Arthur E. THE SMALL COMMUNITY  /0-+2* Harper 
This book is very slow in getting under way, so that at the close one feels 
almost like going back to reread the start and see if, after all, it was as interesting 
reading as the last half. The author - known through the TVA and Antioch College as- 
sochations, here marshals the problems — and some of the answers - of the small commun- 
ity today. He studies the place of the small community in the larger life, and the 
result is not only a sociological study, but a practical guide for improving conditions, 
for studying one's own community needs, for organizing groups, for adapting cooperative 
measures, and so on. Stimulating and constructive as it is, one cannot help but feel 
that a deliberate detachment from defense problems and matters of immediate moment 


make this a book for the long term rather than the present. $2750 
3 2s 
Pearson, Hesketh G. B.S. A Full Length Portrait Harper 


Here is little that is new or fresh. It has all been said before, by Hen- 
derson and Harris and by Shaw himself. But as it is actually about three fourths Shaw 
himself, it is inevitably interesting reading, and Pearson's contribution is a careful, 
honest, unbiased job.» Until the "grand old boy of English letters" has passed on to 
the Heavenly Kingdom, whence he will doubtless continue to poke fun at his fellow in- 
habitants, this should seem to be a definitive life. Strangely enough, Pearson gives 
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a more complete interpretation of Shaw's sex life than did even Frank Harris. The P 
Fabian period is gone into at great length. And of course the plays - writing, pro- 
duction, publishing - absorbt the greater portion of the book. Pearson credits Shaw 

with having more influence over the youth of pre and post war years than any other 

































writer of the period. For the most part, interesting reading. $3.75 
October 1 
i 
Redding, James Saunders NO DAY OF TRIUMPH Harper 
* A moving odyssey of a search - for self and race - as the author records his | 


findings from a trip, financed by the Rockefeller Foundation through the University of 

North Carolina, through the South to explore the life of the Negro. With his upper 

class background, son of Howard University graduates, living in Wilmington, Delaware, 

he early absorbed the inferiority attaching to color, and his own struggles at Lin- 
coln University and Brown University matured the hate and fear of both races until ) 
there seemed no hope for himself or his race. Then the trip with its records of con- 
ditions, stories, frustrations, confusions and castes of the Negro - a grim, brave, 
beaten, tragic, frightened, proud groping for a democratic way of life and freedom 
from present day oppression. It is an articulate, balanced, sometimes wise portrayal, 


ending on a note of idealistic hope. A serious, noteworthy contribution. $3.00 
October 5 
Brooks, William E. GRANT OF APPOMATTOX Bobbs-—Merrill 
| @ A study of how a man turned “the common stuff of him to such uncommon uses". 


Brooks traces Grant's family background, his early years, his work in the tanyard, 

West Point, the Mexican War, his marriage, his drinking, his resignation, and the 
stigma of failure (which this biographer discounts). Then the Civil War and the chance 
for the man to prove his destiny, in spite of obstacles, dark days. He shows how he 
accomplished - though not alone - deeds that have given him a place unchallenged in 
American history. The survey of the Civil War years are detailed enough to show that 
events molded his qualities, and he closes with Appomattox as the climax of his ach- 
ievement and the height of his greatness. A portrait of a time of crisis, for which 
country and people were unprepared, which demanded a hero and produced one from the 
people. Sturdy championship. $3.00 


Adams, Franklij;a P. INNOCENT MERRIMENT An Anthology of Light Verse 16)14 Whittlesey 


F P A has vied with John Kieran on Information Please for first place as 
source of information on poetry, ancient and modern. He now produces for his reading 
public a voluminous bit of evidence of the soundness of his knowledge. This is as 
comprehensive a survey of literature with a view to selecting "Light verse" as could 
be imagined. Carolyn Wells and Burges Johnson have made contributions of the kind, in 
miniature. This is a giant - a reference and source book in the field to shut out all 
contestants. Take-offs, parodies, burlesques, sheer entertainment, light love, non- 

sense, satire, panegyric, song, story, sport, paraphrase - thus he breaks down his 

| classifications. All the accepted and expected names are here - the Carryls and Car- 

| roll, Burgess, Guiterman, Don Marquis, Milne, Morley, Dorothy Parker, E. B. White, 
Gilbert, Herford, Lear, Fishback, Nash, and so on and so on. From classic sources, 

Ben Jonson, Keats, Pope, Thackeray, Swift; from the moderns, Robinson, Benet, Millay, 

@ Edman; and countless more. No anthology pleases everyone; but it will be captious 

| critics that carp at this. I trust the indexing is ample and foolproof. $3.00 
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October 7 
Derleth, August THE WISCONSIN Farrar & Rinehart 


This addition to the Rivers of America would not seem to me to have as 
universal appeal as the books about better known rivers. And yet Derleth, who knows 
and loves his subject, has shared intimate details of the country, the wild life, the 
folk lore and sectional history, and - in a final description of the river and its 
people, has written what is virtually a plea for recognition of its beauty and its 
importance. He has chosen to deal with the subject, not in historical sequence, but 
as different phases of life, present and past, in the land through which his river 
flows. He describes its discovery, the early Jesuit and French trader settlers, the 
Indian tribes, the agricultural developments, the tourist trade, personalities and 
arts. Local value. $2.50 


October 12 
Courtney, Charles UNLOCKING ADVENTURE Whittlesey 


Unusual material on locks, locksmithing, keys, combinations, by a master, 
whose memories go back to a childhood in Virginia, schooling in Germany, years as a 
U S Marine, work as a riveter, during which he began to put to use his hobby for fer- 
reting out the secrets of locks. Then on to a shop of his own, in New York, where 
Houdini and Belasco, among others, shared his fascination in problems of fastenings. 
His proficiency took him to Japan, Germany, Turkey, Russia; it made him welcome in 
deep sea diving, among the police, the F BI. There are tales of imprisoned treasure, 
of emergencies in which he was summoned, of situations in which love doesn't laugh at 
locksmiths, of phony jobs that sometimes brought danger, and of collecting, designing, 
inventing. Easy, informal, entertaining - and a fresh field in careers. Photograhs. 

$2.50 
October 13 


Cross, Wilbur & MacAfee, Helen - Editors YALE REVIEW ANTHOLOGY Yale Press 


Established in 1911, the Yale Review has reflected, in somewhat serious 
vein, the temper of the world. Much of the material first issued there has appeared 
in finished works, in other anthologies, but this is the first anthology devoted solely 
to the output of The Yale Review itself. There has been an endeavor, in selecting 
material, to choose only that that has not dated - and the results endorse the effort. 
They are varied in subject and handling, there are critical essays, general articles, 
short stories, reflecting a wide range of intellectual effort and a high level of vit- 
ality. And there is indeed a galaxy of stars:- Virginia Woolf, H.L. Mencken, H.M. 
Tomlinson, Archibald MacLeish, Stephen Benet, Julian Huxley, James Truslow Adams, 
Thomas Mann, Erskine Caldwell, Thornton Wilder, Hugh Walpole, Walter de la Mare, etc. 


$2.75 
October 15 


Harriman, Mrs. Oliver BOOK OF ETIQUETTE Greenberg 


Not since Emily Post published her almost classic Etiquette, has a society 
leader ventured to compete with her. Now comes this book, rooted in a generation of 
experience - Newport, New York, Washington and foreign capitals. Commonsense and 
courtesy are, she says, the basis of all etiquette, with kindliness an essential, and 
the smoothing of social machinery an excuse. Manners are an international language. 
She covers the routine subjects - a wide range; she strives to adapt her principles to 
cottage and palace, but one has suspicions that her application to servantless or one- 
maid households is done at second hand. This part alone is unconvincing. Practically 
every question I could evolve found an answer - and with most of them I agreed. I think 
she tends to overstress class distinctions by overtipping; I think she occasionally 
shows a bit of the social and monied snob. But I think her market will like it.$3.00 
(pre-publication $2.75 
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October 15 








Stokley, James SCIENCE REMAKES OUR WORLD Ives Washburn 

































A survey of new frontiers, as governmental, industrial and educational 
laboratories collaborate to further knowledge and advance progress. It covers chemistry 
explosives, fuel, plastics, fabrics, rubber, vitamins, metals, glass, electrons, radio, 
television, film, sound, atoms and power, shows what the farm contributes to science, 
what science has contributed to cures. It outlines research programs, present and 
future, indicates lines of development, it underlines how war-inspired developments 
will have important applications in future times of peace, it stresses limitations and 
lacks and what is being done to supplement depleted stores of raw materials. Enlight- 
ening - and in view of many books along similar lines, this seems to present a panor- 


amic view of the entire field. $3.50 

Ybarra, T. R. YOUNG MAN OF THE WORLD Ives Washburn 
j 

* More of The Young Nan of Caracas saga, that is perhaps not quite the same 


high point as the previous book, but does maintain much of the same enjoyment qual- 
ities. Here is amplification of his early years and schooling - in the U.S., Venez- 
uela, Germany, of jobs tried and found wanting, of Harvard and youthful spirits, of 
early poems, of early newspaper work, of friends and escapades, of European correspon- 
dent for the Times, later for Collier's. It is filled with incidents, interviews, 
travel, food, personal happenings, from the '20's to pre-present war, and ends on the 
realization that the rolling stone days are over...There is the tattle between his New 

: England and Latin heritages, the fun he gets out of the world and people. No solid 

i @ treatise this, but reminiscences with relish for the laughter while appreciating the 

serious (in particular current world problems) and contagious enjoyment. A good 
follow up. Illustrated. $3.00 


October v4 a nee 


Goren, Charles H. BETTER BRIDGE FOR BETTER PLAYERS Doubleday, Doran 


The day of virtually monthly turnabouts on "systems" has passed, praises 
be, and here is a commonsense approach to the whole picture of bid and play, using the 
accepted parts of the accepted systems, and giving adequate space to such conventions 
as Blackwood and the Culbertson Four No Trump. One of the best features of the book 
is the inclusion of quizzes at the ends of most of the chapters, problems testing the 
points previously made, hands to play out, and the answers. Not a book for the begin- 
ner. But an excellent "refresher course" for those who have gone stale. Introduction 
by Culbertson. $2.95 


} P 
BH ast- 
Stefansson, Vilhjalmur GREENLAND 150 [3 Doubleday, Doran 


Readable and full of interesting factual details about the early life and 
amazing geography of Greenland, but not the sort of book one feels one must read. 
Companion volume to the one on Iceland, and handled in much the same way. The author 
develops historical evidence and theories and arrives at new conclusions as to the 
early explorers, the disappearance of the mediaeval Norse colony, the social customs 
and government. Towards the close - after a survey of the intervening history - he 
puts forward new suggestions as to the strategic importance of the island to the 
United States in dominating the North Atlantic, contending that its value is not only 

® as a stopping off place and a weather bureau, but as a landing field base. This would 
seem to be a timely book for rounding out one aspect of the Atlantic scene. $3.50 
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October 16 


Posse-Prazdova, Amelie IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LIGHT Dutton 


Frequently, since 1938, my memory has gone back to Sardinian Sideshow and 
the books that followed it, and I've wondered what had happened to the author, when 
her adopted Czechoslovakia was surrendered. This is not the answer — other than in- 
directly, but it is further chance to know her more intimately, to share her child- 
hood, recaptured during these months of comparative security in her childhood home, 
Sweden. Not even Selma Lagerlof has given me a deeper sense of life in Sweden a gen- 
eration ago, a life protected by position and money, but a life vitalized by music 
and literature and art and contacts with not only important people in her parents’ 
adult world — King Gustav, Selma Lagerlof and others, but child contacts with the 
simple people of the village and the household, comings and goings across a peaceful 


Sea, a round of joyous festivities. A rich pattern of life, sacred with a sensitive 


and imaginative child. $2.75 


October 19 
Owen, Jeanne LUNCHING AND DINING AT HOME Knopf 


Delectable recipes and tempting and original menus, arranged the season 
round, and divided into lunches, dinners, Sunday night suppers, de luxe breakfasts, 
and so on. The introductory chapters on American produced substitutes for things 
that are either scarce or likely to be, and the lists of kitchen equipment, are 
original features. But it is certainly not a basic book for general day by day house- 
wifery; rather a book for entertaining on a small scale at home. As such — to be 


highly recommended. $2.50 
October 20 

Walker, Margaret FOR MY PEOPLE Yale 

* This is an exciting discovery among the excellent Yale Series of Younger 


Poets. In commenting on her work, Stephen Benet says "I do not mean that this is 
interesting and moving poetry because it was written by a Negro." This might be sup- 
plemented by saying that the fact that Margaret Walker is a Negro has given deep roots 
of natural gift for song and rhythm which make her expression in verse as natural as 
breathing. I found the first half profoundly moving; she has spoken for her people. 


The balance shows her flexibility and varied gift. $2.00 
October 21 
Carter, Hodding LOWER MISSISSIPPI Farrar & Rinehart 


This splendid Rivers of America series somehow manages to hold up to its 
high level of excellence. A native of Mississippi has written this story of the lower 
Mississippi valley as a "precarious Eden", fertile but dangerous, in which man has 
struggled against odds. He deals with successive eras in American history, the influ- 
ence on the valley, and the characteristic and typical historical figures of each era 
and section. He begins with DeSoto and the Spanish exploration, goes through shifting 
boyalties - now Spanish, now French, to the American era, the culture of the pre-war 
deep South, the Civil War, Reconstruction and the modern developments, flood control, 


etc. Colorful detail, colorful characters; a well-executed study - and a nice book 
to own. $2.5 


Addams, Charles DRAWN AND QUARTERED ' Random House 
A collection of New Yorker (with two from Colliers) drawings by an artist 


whose humor is highly flavored with gruesome impossibilities, ideas out of space and 
time, and the ludicrous. With an introduction by Boris Karloff (is he model for some 
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of the drawings?). Not everyone's dish, for there is much that is funny about lethal 
weapons and doses, over-the-line normality, and results of ordinary events. Try a 
few on yourself before you recommend it. And pick the customers (there will be plenty) 


who will have a special enough sense of humor to find it funny (as we did). $2. 50 
October 22 
Beattie, Edward W. Jr. FREELY TO PASS Crowell 


Enough of fresh approach, and different angles and vitality on world report- 
ing to keep this out of the rut of repetition and echo. The author, U P correspondent 
who spent the years from 1937-1940 in Tokyo, Hongkong, Berlin, Prague, Warsaw, Roumania, 
Paris, England, Denmark, Finland, Milan, France, and London of the Battle of Britain. 

He went through the Czechoslovakia rout, the evacuation of Poland, the aftermath of 

Dunkirk, the bombing of London; he sensed human reactions and reports them. Good 

coverage, with plenty of human interest material, people, drama, other journalists. 

Much the same things happened to him as happened to others, so it can't be sold as 

news. ep $3.00 
Oiseber—TD 1/7 


Kallen, Horace M. ART AND FREEDOM Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


May I humbly confess my inadequacy to do more than indicate the scope of this 
study of world history in terms of the relations of man and ideas to art and freedom. 
“Art, conquering Fate, conforms Nature to man, sets a hound to God's power and advances 
a frontier of freedom against the conplusions of the cosmos. Also at death, Art is 
Victory, Art is Freedom." So it closes, this study which is in essence a review and an 
interpretation of the record, an attempt to formulate a philosophy of art as related 
to experience, ideas, and ideals of freedom. He weaves a continuous pattern, through 
study of periods, personalities, the impact of the one on the other, causes and con- 
sequences, whether familial, religious, economic, political, scientific, cultural. A 
book for the student, not the layman. No doubt an important contribution to the field 
of aesthetics, but I quite honestly found it difficult reading, diffuse and wordy. 

rn Pe Two: volumes. $6.50 \~ 
HiEZIO 
Lutes, Della T. COUSIN WILLIAM Little, Brown 


If you liked The Country Kitchen and Homegrown, you'll like this, for it 
is cut out of the same piecrust. Somehow, Mrs. Lutes seems to be able to repeat with- 
out reaching saturation. She can still - in this text - make the mouth water, though 
there are no full recipes this time; she can still give one the sense of seasons, the 
round of farm activities (the period dates back of ¥illbrook), the neighbors and the 
family. This book is first and last a family took; the solidarity of family feeling is 
shaken by the arrival of a cousin none of them knew, and all of them resented. And he - 
deeply rooted in his imaginings of what his family would mean to him - is hurt and with- 
draws, leaving them shaken and ashamed. The finale, in which restitution is made on a 
grand scale, is almost fictional in character, but’ movingly done. Not quite up to the 
others, perhaps, though there is the same good characterization, the same quality of 
nostalgic recapturing of a period when farmers lived high. But perhaps the final touch 


that Mrs. Lutes would have given had she lived, is what we miss. $2.00 
October 23 
McInnisg, Edgar W. THE UNGUARDED FRONTIER Doubleday, Doran 


A thorough going history of United States-Canadian relations, in terms of 
the long antagonisms over the question of the dividing line, which explains the reasons 
for the partition of the continent, the negotiations and treaties following the Revolu- 
tion, the effects of the French Revolution, the many years of compromise, and the de- 
velopment, based on parallel relationships, of harmony and cooperation in the positions 
achieved. It is also a history of the struggle for Canadian nationalism, integration, 
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and the chances that this war offer for a greater advance of the individual character 
and political destiny of Canadian interests. It should be a timely book for a larger 
understanding of the interdependence of the two countries who have such a vast frontier, 
whose controversies have been, in the past, and are, in the present, a problem for 
intelligent solution, and a challenge for the building of mutual trust and benefit. 

It should supplement the books devoted solely to Canada since its picture of United 
States and Canada widens the focus and heightens the interest. A good job, and a 


lasting record. $3.00 
Octeber 23 (//7 

MacGlashan, Katrine HORSELESS BUGGY Little, Brown 

* A sparkling family portrait which most people will find fun in reading, with 


the additional entertainment value for enthusiasts of old cars, automobile history, and 
American invention. Plenty of tartness, intelligence, humor and period charm to the 
Scots family of Morrisons and of Mama's brother, David McIntyre, inventor, whose dreams 
of and work on a gasoline motor car alienates his family because of the varying lean, 
good, very good and bad times incurred for all of them by the seesaw of his invention 
and manufacturing. How Belle and Ellen lose their beaux over Uncle David; how Mama is 
pitied, scorned, humiliated by his activities; how Uncle David becomes a national figure 
when he drives his car to New York and the auto show. Good going, and an interesting 
glimpse into the public attitude towards horseless locomotion. Period piece. $2.00 


October 28 


Rainier, Peter W. GREEN FIRE Random House 


Full-blooded story of high adventure in emerald mining in the Colombian 
Andes ~ a man's book primarily, with some unnecessary gruesome details, the whole re- 
cord permeated with the colorful, egotistical personality of the author. He is a min- 
ing engineer who developes an old lost Spanish mine. The story reads like fiction, and 
starts when the author climbs on mule back into the "cold hell" of Chivor where the 
mine is located. He convinced the sceptical owners that it was worth the gamble. He 
lorded it over half-wild natives and by sheer bluff kept them on the job. He brought 
his wife and children to his mountain top home. Fast dangerous living, recurrent set- 
backs, hair-raising adventure, in a spirited narrative by a man who delights in it all. 
Escape reading. $2.75 


October 30 


Webster, Caroline LeRoy MR. W. AND I Ives Washburn 


This is fun, this newly discovered diary of Daniel Webster's wife, a run- 
ning commentary on their European trip in 1839. It is a detailed daily record of 
people, places, houses, palaces, furniture, etiquette, customs, dress, as they travel 
from Liverpool to London in a confusion of entertainment, "dissipation" and "dazzling" 
backgrounds. In spite of her rheumatism, shopping and sightseeing must go on. Then 
to Wales and Scotland - without him to the Continent. Receptions, theatres, Kings and 
Queens, nobility and famous names - and Mrs. W. loving every moment of it, though com- 
paring many things unfavorably with American ways, and a bit touchy if Mr. W's import- 
ance is not properly recognized. Personal tidbits, observation, good period piece. 
Dr. Claude M. Fuess, headmaster of Phillips Andover, has written the introduction. 

Wer: $2.75 
octeser—rr 1! | © 


Kahn, E. J. THE ARMY LIFE Simon & Schuster 


New Yorker articles in book form, wryly dry accounts of a civilian into 
soldier, concise, pungent, without the heartiness and horsiness of books along these 
lines. Gives a solid flavor of army life with plenty of seasoned humor; keenly ob- 
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servant, surprisingly comprehensive as to details and facts ~ from novice into milit- 
ary man. 4 $1-F8- 


November 10 »% ‘on h 
ros 


Skinner, Cornelia Otis & OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG AND GAY Nec ek | FP vciae: Mead 
Kimbrough, Emily v 


* A superior bit of giddiness as the authors collaborate on memories of a 
trip through Europe in the ‘20's, when they were - though no one else recognized it - 
very much women of the world. They found their helplessness in the face of the unex- 
pected - the boat from Canada going around, measles, bedbugs, a meeting with H.G. Wells, 
their mothers’ insistence on awkward hiding places for their valuables, hard crosses to 
bear. There's a zany feel to their responses of that age, to the preoccupation with 
clothes and dates with "men"; to their availing themselves of the possibilities of 
studying in Paris; to doing the right thing and yet avoiding being touristy. There's 
hilarity in their descriptions of the things they did, the way they behaved and the 
strange things that happened to them. Laugh provoking, with a nice feel to "the fare- 
well to all that" at the end, that equals, and sometimes betters, Vy Sister Fileen. 
$2.00 


Grimwood, V. R. AMERICAN SHIP MODELS And How to Build Them Norton 


Simply an announcement, as there is nothing to see until the book is ready 
(and then I wouldn't know how to appraise them). From simple model through to com- 
plicated full-rigged ship, with 12 complete working plans, drawn to scale, and thorough 
step-by-step instructions. History of each vessel chosen is included. Foreword by 
H I. Chapelle. $5.00 


> 


MacNeille, Holbrook M. MILITARY MATHEMATICS A Practice Manual Norton 


Another announcement -— so that you may know there is, in the works, a book 
intended for the man with limited mathematical training who wishes to qualify for of- 
ficers' training school, or for some position for which mathematical knowledge is nec- 
sary. $2.75 


Symptomatic of the Times - A Lot of Late Arrivals 


Pierce, Anne — Compiler HOME CANNING FOR VICTORY Barrows 
Pickling - Preserving - Dehydrating 


Up to the minute digest and compilation of methods used in all phases of 
"home canning", by the director of the New York Herald Tribune Institute, A timely 
book, that should supplement the sections in general cook books. Routine processes and 
information are included, so the book is thoroughly comprehensive, but in addition, a 
scientific approach takes into consideration the acid and non acid values, modern me- 
thods of dehydration, problems involved in sugar rationing, canning and packing of 
meats for home use, and practical instructions about utensils, care, handling, prepara-— 
tion. Indexed. (Publ.) $1.25 


Benet, Laura COME SLOWLY, EDEN Dodd, Mead 


See Page 417 in the last issue for the report on this, wrongly included 
under books for FIFTEEN AND UP, Amplifying the data contained there, we confess that 
it seems to us a book keyed more to adolescent enjoyment than to the maturer point of 
view. There is no attempt to cut deeply below the surface of Emily Dickinson's life 
and human relations. There is more sense of the gaiety of her youth than other bio- 
graphies would lead one to believe. There is scarcely a suggestion of anything more 
than the touching of minds and spirits in the handling of her three unhappy loves. A 
book of great charm, and one that should lead readers on to further works, and to the 
reading of her own poetry, but not the biography of Emily Dickinson for those who would 
read one, and only one. Classify this - like the Elizabeth Goudge - as a “marginal 
book". (9/9) $2. 50 
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Lawrence, Chester H. NEW WORLD HORIZONS Duell,Sloan & Pearce 


A beautiful book and a fascinating one, this modern geography. There's a 
wealth of interesting data, facts about relative distances, etc. that help give one 
a dramatic idea of the functional size of the world today, where distance is measured 
in time and energy. The reason for a book of this kind lies in the imperative necessity 
of understanding the factors which form a background of problem areas, for maps can 
lie - or mislead - yes, even these maps, if not carefully studied. I found the ar- 
rangement of material in relation to the maps, the pictures: and the captions sometimes 
confusing; it's not a book for a quick look-see, but for careful study. One interest- 
ing basic fact stood out - in a slim book, 74 pages were included before the Atlantic, 
Europe, the Middle East or Africa came into the picture, a commentary on the author- 
geographer's sense of the relative importance of the old world front - and the new. 


The maps by Ray Ramsey are original in color and design, and perfectly reproduced. 
(Publ.) $2.75 


Gaunt, William THE PRERAPHAELITE TRAGEDY Harcourt, Brace 


Though this was a best seller in wartime London, it seems to us pretty re- 

mote for the American market. On the face of it, the subject would seem to consign 

it to the literatt; the treatment, however, makes it easy to define as good escape 
reading, amusing, entertaining, full of a lively wit and stimulating to read. It is 
the story of the personalities who coémprised the pre-Raphaelite group in the last half 
of 19th century England. He takes the personalities of successive phases in order, 
starting with Homan Hunt, John Millais and Dante Gabriel Rossetti, follows them through 
their checkered careers, relating each to phases of the movement, and bringing the 
story down to its close. Not as easy reading as Poor, Splendid Wings. (9/10) $3.00 


Folmsbee, Beulah A LITTLE HISTORY OF THE HORN-BOOK Horn Book 


A very special item, but a charming one, perfectly done. The Horn Book, 
published six times a year, is the standard critical journal devoted to the study of 
juvenile books. They have published this tiny book as a record of the horn books of 
literary history, collectors' items today, but once the sole available material for 
study in dame schools. The source of the term, its various aspects, the uses and de- 
velopment and the types still extant in museums and private collections. The text is 
fully illustrated with tipped in prints. Sell to collectors. (Publ.) $1.50 


THE BLACK BOOK OF POLAND Putnam 


This goes much farther than either the Segal book or the Polish White Book 
(see P, 168), in bringing together depositions, eye witness accounts, village by vil- 
lage, section by section records of professional brutality, massacre and torture, ex- 
pulsion, forced colonization, persecution, destruction of culture, humiliation of a 
nation. Authenticated by documentary evidence and photographs interesting for con- 
tent primarily. $3.00 


Ferrero, Guéglielmo THE PRINCIPLES OF POWER Putnam 


The author is an internationally known student of government, and here 
turns back the leaves of history to analyze various types of government, France and 
Italy in particular, in order to prove their legitimacy or illegitimacy. By his de- 
finition, a legitimate government is one accepted by the people, and vice versa. Fear 
of the illegitimate fostered revolt, and by the same token governments developed fear, 
In this lies the hope of the future - revolt from within; his faith is pinned on the 
success and growth of power of the legitimate government. Scholarly, mostly inter- 
esting reading, but not for the average layman. (9/11) $3.50 
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Rauschning, Hermann MEN OF CHAOS Putnam 


Already published - but it reached us late. Rauschning adds a few more 
characters to the well-known chamber of horrors, a few of the lesser lights. But the 
old gang of Hitler, Goering, Hess, Himmler, Goebels et al are still there. Not much 
new stuff, but he piles on fresh evidence to prove that the Nazi leaders place abso- 
lutely no value on the individual. He also shows how, in his opinion, the masses of 
Germans have lost character and accepted, unequivocally, the leadership of destruct- 
tion, Hitler, the military, the Gestapo, and the Nazi politicians. (Published) $3.00 


Scherer, James A. B. THIRTY FIRST STAR Putnam 


This is the story of the struggle of the claims before California was made 
part of the Union. The story is linked with the crucial period just before and during 
the Civil War, and many well-known national figures appear in connection with the strug- 
gle - Webster, Lincoln, Jackson etc. But this is not a story of politics, but of per- 
sonalities primarily. There is Senator Thomas Hart Benton, who stirred Washington 
to interest in California; there were the brilliant, daring exploits of Fremont, which 
brought success for the nation and disgrace for himself; there are Fremont's wife and 
daughter, who played so vital a part in his career. The story gives an introductory 
historical background, and carries through the great debate as to the admission of 
California as a state, and the part it played in the Civil War. The style is vigor- 
ous, lively, colorful, almost fictional, and the people come alive. Ill'd. ( Publ.) 

$3.50 


Duckworth, George E. Ed. THE COMPLETE ROMAN DRAMA Random House 


Two volume edition, a fine piece of bookmaking, and a must item for those 
to whom you sold the companion set, Complete Greek Drama. The editor, associate pro- 
fessor of the classics at Princeton, has selected the best translations available, 
and in some instances secured new translations if old ones were not adequate. The vit- 
ality of these Roman plays is extraordinary. The edition includes all the extant plays 
of Plautus, Terence and Seneca; there is a brief introduction to each play, and ac- 
companying notes; and a general introduction summarizes origins, lines of development, 
subsequent influence, and contemporary writers, as well as giving data on staging, etc. 
Should be easy to sell to college libraries and public libraries. 2 vol. boxed $6.00 


Kaufman, George & Hart, Moss SIX PLAYS Random House 


Includes Once in a Lifetime, Merrily We Roll Along, You Can't Take It With 
You, The American Way, The Man Who Came To Dinner and George Washington Slept Here, 
Introduction by Brooks Atkinson. (9/10) $2.75 


Van Doren, Mark Ed. THE NEW INVITATION TO LEARNING Random House 


This is another collection of the script of the discussions put on over 
Columbia Broadcasting System. The collection includes 32 books in the fields of poetry, 
drana, philosophy, history, biography, politics, society and fiction - programs be- 
tween November, 1941 and June, 1942. Introductory material, editorial notes and brief 
biographies give this book a permanent value, beyond even the text of the discussions, 
which are surprisingly good reading, and which cover a wide range of time and place. 
Superficial, perhaps, but not as superficial as the average book review. And I feel 
that here is demonstrable evidence of "how to read a book" for the general reader. 

(9/10) $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Crowell 

Lansing, E. He (J) - LEONARDO DA VINCI - from 9/22 to 9/29 314 

Matthews, H. - RIVER BOTTOM BOY - definite date 10/15 387 
Dodd Mead 

Halstead, Winifred - TOMORROW FAIR from 9/9 to 10/20 247 
Doubleday Doran 

du Maurier, A. - TREVERYAN - from 10/9 to 10/16 355 

Grayson, D. - UNDER MY ELM ~ from 9/9 to 9/25 304 

Hill, E. - AUSTRALIAN FRONTIER - from 9/25 to 10/9 398 

Leacock, S. - MONTREAL - from 9/25 to 10/23 398 

Leonard, Capt. R. - I FLEW FOR CHINA — from 9/25 to 10/9 364 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

Smith & Taylor - U. S. SERVICE SYMBOLS - postponed to 9/21 378 
Farrar & Rinehart 

Hilliard, A. R. - OUTLAW ISLAND - from 9/24 to 10/1 390 
Harcourt Brace 

Tunis, J. - ALL AMERICAN (J) - from 10/8 to 9/17 378 
Harper 

Amrine, M. = THE COWARDS NEVER STARTED ~- change title to ALL SONS MUST 

SAY GOODBYE 350 

Priestley, J. B.e. -— BLACK-OUT IN GRETLEY - from 9/2 to January, 1943 384 
Houghton Mifflin ; 

Call, H. = GOLDEN FLEECE - from $3.00 to $2.75 (J) 846 & 302 

Davison, etc. - SONGS OF FREEDOM (J) = from $1.50 to $1.00 380 


Falstaff, J. — COME BACK TO WAYNE COUNTY —- add illustrations by Lynd Ward 

(J) 380 & 319 
Morison, E. E. - ADMIRAL SIMS - definite date 9/9; from $3.75 to $5.00 303 
Philips, E. -— BRIAN COMES FROM ENGLAND (J) change title to BRIAN'S VICTORY: 


postponed to 10/1 253 

Knopf 

Haugen & Chapman = VOYAGES TO VINLAND - from $3.00 to $3.50 386 
Lippincott 

Alexander, F. - OUR AGE OF UNREASON - from 9/16 to 9/30 363 

Robertson, etc. - WHAT DO WE EAT NOW — from 9/16 to 9/380 397 
Little Brown 

Aldridge,J. - SIGNED WITH THEIR HONOUR - definite date 9/11 317 

Bell, V. = TWO OF A KIND —- from 10/9 to 1/5/33 386 


Lerner, Me. -— THE MIND AND FAITH OF JUSTICE HOLMES - definite date 11/18 403 
Macmillan 
Cole, G. De. He. & Me. =- TOPER'S END = postponed to 9/29; from $2.00 to $2.50 


389 

MeBride 

Carter, P. A. -— THE BANDS PLAY ON (J) - postponed to 9/8 381 

Meyer, D - NEEDED — WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT - postponed to 9/8 331 
Morrow 

Zeligs, Re. -— GLIMPSES INTO CHILD LIFE - from 9/23 to 10/7 (J) 418 & 364 
Norton 

Lane, C. D. - THE BOATMAN'S MANUAL - postponed to 9/25 301 
Putnam 

Ludwig, E. - STALIN - price should be $2.50 395 
Scribner 

Basso, H. - SUN IN CAPRICORN — postponed to 9/14 270 

Brown, P. J. - PUFF BALL (J) - definite date 9/14 339 

Sickels, R. — THE SCHOOL BELL RINGS (J) = definite date 9/14 342 
Simon & Schuster ; 

Doyle, R. J. - TUFFY (J) - definite date 9/10 339 


Untermeyer, L. -Ed. - A TREASURY OF GREAT POEMS - from 10/2 to 10/15 (J) 418 359 
Van Loon, H.W.e~ VAN LOON'S LIVES - definite date 9/10; price from $3.75 
to $3.95 (J} -346 273 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: Wo. 18 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 
Rey, He A. ANYBODY AT HOME? Houghton, Mifflin 


* This is a popular type of book for small fry. The pictures have double 
exposure, so to speak. Folded, they show one thing, open another. Opposite each pic- 
ture a guessing riddle in jingle queries what is behind the fold. Turn back the flap 
of the picture and there it is:- a rabbit (in his hole); a car (in a garage), birds 
(in their nest), and so on. Pictures in broad sweeps of flat color, a little more 
stylized than most of Rey's work. (9/15) $1.00 


Cannon, Wilma PETER IS SWEETER Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


With pictures by Marian Cannon this is a book for the littlest. "Peter is 
a Baby with a Kitty and a Bunny and a Teddy" and so forth, simple text set by hand and 
printed in big blue letters, drawings in soft blues, greys and pinks. Not appealing to 
this reader, but there is always great difference in taste for this type of book. 


(Publ. ) $1.00 
MacIntyre, Elisabeth AMBROSE KANGAROO Scribner 
A Story That Never Ends 
. Ambrose is a beguiling young kangaroo who is tired of his mother's pouch so 


he runs away and meets all sorts of fascinating Australian creatures, such as Albert 
Platypus, Eloise Lyre Bird, the Emus, Koala Bears, Kookaburras, Rabbits, and Sheep. 
His mother rescues him, he says that he will never go off again, but temptation is too 
strong so you turn back to the beginning of the book and start again. We have already 
watched three and four year olds with this, it has great charm for them and it's never 
too early to learn about the strange animals of other lands. Colorful, gay, endearing 
pictures. (Publ.) ; $1.50 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Kantor, MacKinlay ANGLEWORMS ON TOAST Coward-McCann 


There is fun for all in this picture book which is so amusingly illustrated 
by Kurt Wiese. Tom was pesky at the table and took ghoulish glee in turning anyone's 
stomach at any time by demanding creamed angleworms on toast. He learned his lesson 
however when he faked sickness in order to relax in bed with his comics and asked for 
the usual. The family set to and brought him his order which made the impish boy really 
sick - he was even through with his comics. (9/14) $1.50 


Hogan, Inez NAPPY WANTED A DOG Dutton 


A slight story in everyday vein. Nappy wants a dog terribly, so innocently 
he starts collecting them from neighboring yards, until a Great Dane objects and nips 
him in the pants. This brings in the grown-ups, he learns you cannot get a dog in this 
manner, he has to return his new acquisitions, .but finally the junk man takes him to 
the dump where he finds an ownerless mutt waiting to be adopted. Ill'd. by author. 


(Publ. ) $1.00 
- 442 - 
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Rey, He Ae A CHRISTMAS MANGER Houghton, Mifflin 


. Another Uncle Gus play book. Rémember the farm and circus books in the 
series? Unusual feature in that no scissors are required for the cut-outs - they are 
perforated and push out of the sheets. The tack of the book makes the stage set. This 
should be a particularly good Christmas item, and one copy of the book might well be 
taken over by shop orlibrary and used as display material for a Christmas window, for 
here is a Christmas creche, with the inside cover the manger and stable, and the ani- 


mals and figures of the New Testament story on the cut-out pages. (9/15) $1.00 
Gibson, Katharine THE TENGGREN TELL-IT-AGAIN BOOK Little, Brown 
* Watch your stock like a hawk, we think this is going to be a runaway! What 


a combination, Miss Gibson, who writes unusually well and that favorite illustrator, 
Gustaf Tenggren! The charming stories have been rewritten, simplified and modernized 
and include such old perennial favorites as Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Puss 
in Boots, Sleeping Beauty. There are twenty-eight in all with sixty-eight illustra- 
tions in full color, making a total of two-hundred and sixteen pages. Same format as 
his Mother Goose. (Pubdl.) $2. 50 
Hurd, Edith Thacher SPEEDY, the Hook and Ladder Truck Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Illustrated in red and black lithographs by the author's husband, Clement 
Hurd. This can stand alongside their Annie Moran and Engine No. 9. She has done 
The Wreck of the Wild Wave, see page 417, but this will probably be their last job to- 
gether for some time as Mr. Hurd is doing camouflage work. They are a talented young 
couple, we wish them well. The Chief did not think Speedy very important until the 
terrible fire of the old wooden hotel. Boys love every detail about the Fire Depart- 
ment, so this should have a ready sale. (Publ) $1.25 


Krumgold, Joseph SWEENY'S ADVENTURE Random House 


Illustrated by Tibor Gergely this story is as told by John Kieran in the 
film Sweeney Steps Out. The boy is a tough one of six who leaves home in order to avoid 
his father's reprimand and wanders off into the Bronx Zoo, where in the early morning 
hours the animals all seem to be at large. The general moral presumably lies in the 
fact that Sweeney learns real courage when he rescues his pull-toy elephant (what boy 
of six still pulls crestures on wheels?) and later when he decides to go home to face 
the music. The book neither rings true nor has it enough charm to be a delightful 
fantasy. Young readers around New York will realize that the Bronx is a part of their 
city, but will many others? Do elephants roar? Maybe we are being petty and querulous 
in the heat but to us there seems a lot to be desired in this effort. (9/1) $1. 00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Johnson, Marion JOHNNY MOUSE OF CORREGIDOR Bobbs—Merrill 


Judy's father was sent to Manila with our troops, she and her mother were 
lucky enough to join him for about a year. The eight-year old was lonely until she 
went to Corregidor for a week-end, here she found her beloved Johnny Mouse who was 
important throughout her stay in the Philippines. This is an appealing tale of a girl 
and her pet laid in a part of the world adout which our children now know a little. 
Unfortunately in spots it verges on the sappy as when her father calls her "Daddy's 
own sweet little girl". She is normal enough though to have a mean streak during 
which she accidentally blinds her mouse. Illustrated by Henry de Wolfe. (9/11)$1.50 
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Norling, Jo and Ernest POGO'S FISHING TRIP, Holt 
A Story of Salmon 


John, a boy, and Pogo, his dog, visit his uncle on Puget Sound. There they 
are taken off for a thrilling day of fishing and learn of the various aspects of this 
business. We were not keen about the illustrations except for the careful line draw- 


ings of the center spread and the end papers. (9/14) $1.00 
Hader, Elmer & Berta PANCHO Macmillan 
* I can't feel much excitement in another book about the exploits of a little 


Mexican boy, but if there is room for another, this is a good one. The Haders are at 
their best in costume and character illustrations, and these are swell. The villagers, 
particularly the colorful cowboys who are going after the wild bull with the crooked 
tail, the village background and the plains where the wild bull escapes all comers, all 
effectively done in full color. Beautiful drawings and fine reproductions and a text 
with much more story than the average regional book. (9/8) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Leaf, Munro A WAR-TIME HANDBOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS Lippincott-Stokes 


* This will help many families and teachers round up all the extra energy and 
cheer which we should get from our young in times like these. In his usual technique 
he shows what those up to eleven can do to help Uncle Sam ~- by keeping healthy, taking 
care of things, buying stamps, fixing up a shelter room, first aid, knowing the neigh- 
borhood, caring for gardens, destroying ragweed and caterpillar nests, collecting 
scrap, being good neighbors, and so forth. (Publ.) $1.25 


Rifkin, Lillian WHEN I GROW UP I'LL BE A NURSE Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Really a photograph book to show little girls what it means to learn to be 
a nurse and how important her job is in life. There are sixteen large photos including 
one of Florence Nightingale. All the patients are children, which does not seem to 
make it as well rounded as might have been possible. Still it will open many girls’ 
eyes to regular nursing and nurses' aide work. (Publ.) $1.25 


Bailey, Bernadine PICTURED GEOGRAPHIES Albert Whitman 
Iceland--Greenland--Bolivia--Guatemala--Honduras 


There are now sixteen titles in this excellent series, three of which were 
reviewed this year, pages 96, 181 and 219. These are all illustrated by Kurt Wiese and 
though the facts are bare and unadorned they still make fine books to give to youngsters. 
The first book listed here shows the importance of the Gulf Stream for Iceland, which 
is about the size of Kentucky. There are about six sheep to one person, no trees or 
minerals or railroads, but there are long nights perfect for story-telling. Greenland 
is the largest island in the world but has only 18,000 people mostly Eskimos, who have 
learned to use all of the walrus they catch. It is of importance for its cryolite, 
for aluminum, graphite and copper. Bolivia is twice the size of Texas, is coastless 
and is fanous for its coca for cocaine, llamas, cinchona tree for quinine, tin, Lake 
Titicaca and its two capitals. Guatemala the most important of the countries of 
Central America though smaller than Virginia, has a population of two and one half 
million of which one million are pure blooded Indian Mayas. Honduras has mahogany, 
gold, silver, bananas. (All October) Each $.50 


~ 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


De Angeli, Marguerite UP THE HILL Doubleday, Doran 
* This author-illustrator always deserves extra attention and this is a fine 
picture of the life of a Polish family in the Pennsylvania mining country. Aniela 

is ten on Christmas day when this story opens giving the reader descriptions of all 
the customs brought over by a large and fine family from Lowicz. There is caroling, 
feasting, Shepherd's Mid-night Mass, the story of the Christmas spider. The girl at- 
tends both regular and Saturday school, in the former she takes part in a project, in 
which each child is dressed in costume native to its respective parents and sings 
about or tells of European countries. At the other school the Polish children learn 
their old language and history. The father works in the mine, the mother in a mill, 
one brother is in Philadelphia learning medicine, the other drives a mine mule but 
yearns to paint. Aniela gets him his chance. You get the feeling of fierce pride in 
Poland and her heroes, the Curies, Paderewski, Pulaski, Chopin and Kosciuszko. A fine 


job about our immigrants. Beautiful pictures. — $2.00 
STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
Hatch, Richard ALL ABOARD THE WHALE! Dodd, Mead 


Susanne, aged 12, her brother Peter, aged 11, and their friend Jonathan are 
all in trouble because they have to raise money to repair the ravages made by their 
pets. In the harbor of Fair Harbor is an old tug the Whale with its captain and en- 
gineer called Captain Virgil and Captain Homer who fear that their days of usefulness 
are passed. The children and the old ones get together and solve their various prob- 
lems, giving the reader plenty of action. Note this is the author of The Curtous 


Lobster, but a story in very different vein. (10/6) $2.00 
20 
Bourgeois, Florence NATHAN'S DARK HOUSE Doubleday, Doran 


A shortish book to be illustrated by Ninon MacKnight, which tells of Nathan 
Bradway in 1750 in Quinton, West New Jersey, and his yearning to obtain glass windows 
for his house. He tries to raise money by peddling berries and such, but his great 
chance to help his family comes when he is asked what he desires as reward for beating 


out a fire. (10/07° 2% $1.50 
Simon, Charlie May YOUNGER BROTHER, A Cherokee Indian Tale Dutton 


Illustrated by Howard Simon this gives us another good Indian book for boys. 
Sungi lived in Tennessee in an Indian village but in the early nineteenth century the 
poor Red Man knew that he would have to move on and towards the end of the book you 
realize that they will push off for the West to what is probably Arkansas. In the 
meantime Sungi grows up, trains his eye for shooting, overcomes fear, finds the stolen 
horses and earns the right to drop the nickname that he hates. It is particularly in- 
teresting to learn of the new Cherokee alphabet which was worked out by Sequoya in 


1821. (Publ. ) $2.00 
Enright, Elizabeth THEE FOUR STORY MISTAKE Farrar & Rinehart 
* This is a sequel to The Saturdays, so here is a chance to read more of the 


adventures of the entrancing Melendy family:- Mona, who wanted to be an actress, and 
gets her chance to do a bit part in radio in this book; Rush, who lived for his music - 
and helps the family exchequer by teaching some of the small fry at school; Randy, who 
learned not to look only backwards, but to get some of the fun of looking forward; and 
the irrepressible individualist, Oliver. The fairy godmother, Mrs. Oliphant, makes 





® 
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life simpler; Cuffy, cook-housekeeper ~ and substitute for a mother, is as expansive 

as ever; and the father supplies a more or less shadowy background, after having 

catapulted them out of the city and into a house in the country, "the four story 

mistake". Plenty of action and incident; good dialogue; and a feel for people and the 

things they think and do that is coming more and more to be an integral part of Eliza- 

beth Enright's realism. This isn't as original a story as The Saturdays - but I 

loved it and feel as though the Melendys were here to stay. Illustrated by the author. 
(10/15) $1.75 


Watkin, Lawrence &E. MARTY MARKHAM Holt 


Because this author wrote one of our favorites On Borrowed Time we jumped 
for this but oh! what a bitter disappointment. It is a straight every day story of a 
boy who makes good in spite of being a spoiled brat, which is all very well, but how 
on earth was he allowed to exaggerate the boy's position when he first arrived at the 
dude summer camp ranch in North Carolina? We know plenty of kids of very rich parents, 
a few of them are spoiled, a few have been brought up in such places as Palm Beach and 
Newport, a few find it hard to get on with other boys, a few have relatives who are 
absolute asses, but who would send a twelve-year old boy off with mountains of luggage 
and a valet! Marty is a perfectly intelligent boy so he must have read some books or 
magazines; he could never have been so unprepared for the rough life. There are good 
parts about learning to ride, there is good kidding, there are well drawn characters, 
so it is too bad to start the book on the wrong foot. The author evidently wanted to 
get in a good crack at the over-rich from New York's Park Avenue, but we think that 
the effort has ricocheted and spoiled his book. I1ll'd. by Robert F. Kuhn. (9/14)$1.50 


Milhous, Katherine HERODIA, the Lovely Puppet Scribner 


In 1873 Professor Blair wandered through Pennsylvania with his caravan and 
puppet-show, the hit of which was a young ballet dancer who looked almost real. One 
morning outside Center Square Jock came on Herodia and discovered that the dancer was 
truly a young girl. Because there was a mystery about her, Uncle Jess decided to move 
on so that most of the book seems taken up with constant wanderings, part of which 
were through Lancaster County, the Amish and Mennonite country. At the end Jock and 
Herodia’ get married. A girl's book which somehow did not seem completely absorbing. 
Illustrated by author. (9/?) $2.00 


Sutton, Margaret JEMIMA, Daughter of Daniel Boone Scribner 


An exciting girl's story based on actual letters and records which tell of 
Boone's amazing life. Jemima, called "Duck" as a child, was one of an enormous family 
which moved from the banks of the Yadkin River out to the Kentucky frontier and helped 
found Boonesborough. There is plenty of adventure, fighting and settling, girls of 
those early days had more than enough responsibility. They matured young, so it was 


not unusual to have Jemima marry at the age of sixteen. I1l'd by I. B. Hazelton. 
(publ. ) $2.00 


‘ 


Woodward, Hildegarde JARED'S BLESSING Scribner 


In 1762 in Connecticut, where his father was a minister, Jared Sprague finds 
a puppy he called "Blessing" in the village graveyard. The little dog is a pest chew- 
ing everything he can find and even interrupting the long church service. He is in 
disgrace yntil he is instrumental in finding a little girl who is lost. Illustrated 
by the author. (Publ. ) $2.00 











September 1, 1942 Juvenile Books -447~- 


Locklin, Anne Littlefield TIDE WATER TALES Viking 


Near Portsmouth in southern New Hampshire on the banks of the Squamscott in 
1887 lived Wib the boy and his gang. Nowaday boys will enjoy these tales about the old 
swimming hole, ice-poling, dam building, and sailing, not to mention a fire. Pleasant 
but a little slow in tempo. The stories were told the author by her father and she has 
retold them for her son. Illustrated by Rafaello Busoni. (10/?) /2/23 $2.00 


FACT BROOKS FOR THE 9-12's 


Hylander, C. J. OUT OF DOORS IN AUTUMN Macmillan 


Another (the third) in an excellent nature series. Hylander does not talk 
down to young nature enthusiasts, but rather pulls them up to him - a welcome change 
after some of the nature books. Any interested - and not too informed - adult will 
find these books invaluable. First of all, he teaches one to use eyes to best advan- 
tage; then he shows basic principles by which one recognizes clues to identification, 
whether of flowers or trees or birds or what have you. Finally, he brings together 
what he wants to tell about Autumn and nature's changes, under the headings of flowers, 
birds of prey, plant travels, preparations for winter's onset. Under this final class- 
ification.comes fascinating information about what happens to annuals, biennials, pere- 
nnials, bulb and corm plants, evergreens and deciduous trees, animals that hibernate 
and animals that migrate, and so on. Good illustrations make this a field guide as 
well as a book for fireside reading. ddQ/32 9/24 $1.50 


Bunn, Harriet JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH Random House 


In 1937 Dutton published a life of this composer for the same age group, 
the illustrations were all in tlack and white, the price was higher, the type was 
larger for first reading and it included some music. This new one has many pictures 
by Rafaello Busoni in color, a marvelous price and aims to tell of the "man and the 
conditions that made him". Jt has been tried out by music teachers in schools through- 


out the Middle West. (9/1) $1.00 


Burglon, Norma; Goetz, Delia; DIEGO WINS Random House 
Glazer, Thelma; Phillips, E. Mark and other Caribbean Stories 


Illustrated by Ann Eshner and Katharine Knight, this introduces a new series 
called Children of the Americas which are published by arrangement with D.C. Heath and 
Company. This volume has four stories told by the authors as listed above: Diego Wins, 
a story of Cuba; Dick Meets Alfredo, a story of Guatemala; -A Knife for Pedro, a story 
of Colombia; Young Balsamero, a story of El Salvador. Ona page before each is an ex- 
planatory note about the country involved, at the end is a map and a short glossary. 
(It is often wise to read this type of book aloud in order to explain further about 


strange places.) (9/1) $1.00 
Limbach, Russell T. AMERICAN TREES Random House 
* This will make tough competition for the tree book on Knopf's list, (see 


page 377). There are fifty-five different kinds of trees and the price is half of the 
earlier volume. There are six double spreads in color plus end papers and three full 
page pictures by the author. Also black and white sketches of leaves, blossoms or 
fruit. You had better place the two books side by side and decise which you like best; 
both are fine additions to your shelves. (9/1) $1.00 
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Williams, Henry Lionel KIMBI, Jungle Indian Random House 


Illustrated by Harry Daugherty, this is another book in the series called 
Children of the Americas, good reading and attractive looking. It tells the story of 
a boy in southern Ecuador, one of that amazing tribe, the Jivaros. Seldom seeing white 
man, their customs are strange and unchanging, they are the people who shrink the heads 
of their enemy victims and who use the poison blow-gun. The facts are fascinating and 
there is enough action to hold the reader's intense interest. At the end of the volume 
is a Jungle Guide, a map showing animals and plants and a dictionary of unusual words. 
(9/1) $1.00 


Elms, F. Raymond OUR NATION — How It Grew Albert Whitman 


Evidently there will be dozens of "live picture maps and drawings" by the 
author so the importance of this book will rest on the finished product. The galleys 
give us a brief history of our country, divided into chapters called, The Original 
Thirteen States, The Louisiana Purchase, Land Ceded by Great Britain in 1818, The 
Spanish Cession, The Texas Annexation, The Oregon Region, The First Mexican Cession, 
The Gadsden Purchase, Alaska Purchase, Hawaiian Islands, Philippine Islands, Guam and 
Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Panama Canal Zone, Virgin Islands. On writing a list 
such as this it does make us sound acquisitive, doesn't it? (10/?) $2.00 


Murphy, Mabel A. WHEN JEFFERSON WAS YOUNG Albert Whitman 


Born in 1743 in Tidewater Virginia, Jefferson spent his boyhood in the Pied- 
mont section growing up to be one of the finest men we have ever produced. This is a 
companion volume to When Washington Was Young which has teen reprinted about six times. 
The facts are absorbing, our children should know more about this hero, about his 
friendship with Dabney Carr, his schooling with Dr. Maury in Fredericksburg, his join- 
ing the Flat Hat Club (now Phi Beta Kappa) his marriage in 1772 and so forth. [Illus- 
trations by Harve Stein. (10/?) $2.00 


CLASSICS - REPRINTS - INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 


Carroll, Lewis ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND Doubleday, Doran 


With the forty-two illustrations by John Tenniel, this is a facsimile of 
the First Edition with an introduction by Kathleen Norris, where in six pages she 


gives us the picture of the young mathematician telling his ever adoreq story. Boxed. 
(Publ. ) 1.50 


Cameron, Mary, IJll'd. THE THREE BEARS Random House 
THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 


Two old favorites in new garb. In both volumes the houses look like toys, 
but the children will probably rather enjoy that. Plenty of illustrations with attrac- 
tive coloring. (9/1) . Each $.50 


Robinson, Thomas P., Ed. THE PLAYERS' SHAKESPEARE Viking 
Julius Caesar Macbeth The Tempest 


This excellent series already includes A ‘idsummer-Night's Dream, The Taming 
of the Shrew and As You Like It, the first of these was in The Fifty Books of the Year 
exhibit at the American Institute of Graphic Arts. They are all compact, annotated, 
and have drawings of costumes with colors and fabrics suggested, also properties 
listed. (Ok. ) Each $1.50 

yr 
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FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Resnick, William S. THE DRAGON SHIP Coward, McCann 


. One of the loveliest looking books of the season. Rafaello Busoni has done 
exquisite pencil drawings, some reproduced in soft blacks, some in chalk red. The 
binding, an interesting textured cloth, has a beautiful allover design, with a viking 
ship as the focus. Lovely, imaginative and decorative quality to drawings through- 
out. The story has as background the legendary voyage of the Norsemen to colonize 

the mysterious Vinland (here assumed to be Martha's Vineyard). Karl, the leader, has 
a problem on his hands, in that Freydis has come on the expedition, filled with ambi- 
tion and a spirit of revenge, so that she balks him at every turn - seizing the stone 
house left by Leif as her own, antagonizing the natives, and finally being responsible 
for the failure of the expedition by invading the sacred cave of the Algonquins and 
stealing the treasure. The story centers around fatherless Nils, a young nephew of 
Leif Eriksson, sent in her charge to the colony - and resenting and blocking her 
treacheries - and at the last staying behind with hin Indian chum. The period is 
around 1007 - the details of life and customs and the early processes of democracy and 
justice are all well handled. (10/5) $2.50 


Pease, Howard NIGHT BOAT and Other Tod Moran Mysteries Doubleday, Doran 


Illustrated by Armstrong Sperry this is another of the ever popular Pease 
books. Though some boys object to short stories this may make the grade as it has one 
central character. The first is laid on the night boat going from San Francisco to 
Stockton, others aré laid in Caracas, Tahiti, Mexico City, and so forth. You can hard- 
ly ever go wrong with this author so stock it well. (10/0225 $2.00 


Urmston, Mary QUITE CONTRARY Doubleday, Doran 


Sandra Carlin went to work in the Thornwild Flower Shop full of ideas of 
bringing beauty and color into the town of Glenville, but she found herself stuck with 
the accounting work. The shop was sold to a city man, she got her chance to expand, 
the story ends with a flower show and her beau home on leave. A slight mystery will 
increase the interest in this story. Illustrated by Frank Dobias. (10/23) $2.00 


Felsen, Gregor NAVY DIVER ? Dutton 


Jeff Drake was brought up on a farm near Des Moines but left to join the 
Navy thinking to find his work on the surface. However, he became one of those in- 
dispensables who have the lonely undersea job of being a diver. His training was ob- 
tained at the U. S. Navy Deep Sea Diving School at Washington. The material has been 
checked by authorities and many of the incidents have been based on stories told by 
instructors at the school. A really good yarn laid in the present which will show 
our boys the heroism and strength of this branch of the Navy. Ill'd. (9/24) $2.00 


Haines, Donal Hamilton SHADOW ON THE CAMPUS Farrar & Rinehart 


In the Fall of 1939 at a very large mid-Western University, four dissimilar 
boys became friends and room-mates, namely: Mike Trent, whose main in* »rest was in 
foot-ball, Dick Partridge, who was too interested in the societies for his own good, 
Bill Slade, who was a reporter with a desire for more learning, and Si Lane, who wore 
thick glasses and took his physics too hard. The campus atmosphere aud reactions were 
particularly interesting to this reader who has been watching young cousins who were 
terrifyingly uninterested in world affairs until December 7th. Mr. Haines has two or 
three discouraging slants on university life beside the isolationist attitude, he shows 
up the dullness of most of the professors and the sad cases of boys who have been 
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pushed into everyday college life when they were keen for something else, like the 
foot-ball player whose fingers were being ruined for the piano and the boy who yearn- 
ed to paint but who was being trained to take over his father's factory. Dick is the 
central character, a young man whose eyes are opened the hard way, his growth is in- 
teresting to watch. Faintly stirred by the Russo-Finnish fighting, he has an unusually 
clear and horrible dream of the Men of the Sea under a bushy-browed leader. Later at 
class elections he is conscious of a bad element under a Schmidt brother, is elected 

to a rich, second-rate fraternity, goes down South shooting with his father during 
vacation. He has another ghastly dream in which the same evil face is seen in vile 
cahoots with Napoleon. During the winter a supposedly Czech professor comes to lecture 
to the Ionian Society; terrifyingly enough Dr. Bassine's face is the same Dick has seen 
in his two nightmares! Thoroughly aroused to the dangers of verbal penetration and 
sabotage by the Axis, Dick and Slade get on the trail of an evil plot. The book starts 
off as a regular college, foot-ball story but there is much more to it. Frontispiece 
by John O'Hara Cosgrave II. (10/15) $2. 00 


Montgomery, Rutherford HUSKY, Co-pilot of the Pilgrim Holt 


A good Alaskan adventure story of Kent McIntosh, his dog, Husky, who looked 
all white wolf, and his plane, a Pilgrim 100. Kent is a “brushhopper", flying freight 
into the mining camps. Up against a tough hostile gang, he has terrific adventures. 
Ill'd. by Jacob Landau. (Publ.) $2.00 


Means, Florence Crannell SHADOW OVER WIDE RUIN Houghton, Mifflin 


In 1885, Hepzibah, aged sixteen but only four feet, ten inches tall, came 
from Denver, to Galiup, New Mexico, to meet her Uncle Ezra and be taken out into the 
Navajo country to the trading post at Wide Ruin. All the customs of this part of the 
world are strange to her, queerest of all is bad old Daffy, who pretends to be insane, 
and Dolito, with whom she falls in love, who turns out to be a white man. Conditions 
at the post are poor, but what they are really after is treasure supposedly left by 


Maximilian. Illustrated by Lorence F. Bjorklund. (9/15) $2.00 
Watson, Helen Orr TOP KICK, U. S. Army Horse Houghton, Mifflin 
. This has been starred because if it has a good jacket it will be unusually 


saleable. You have a top-notch horse story which also gives an excellent picture of 
present-day army methods and even includes some of the action in the Philippines last 
winter. We pray that the illustrations by Bernard K. Garbutt‘are up to the tex%t.... 
In the Front Royal Remount Depot in Virginia was born a bay colt 124 pounds, 10 hand 
1% inches high. As soon as he saw him Colonel Whittier knew that they had a fine new 
addition to their famous stables. While growing up Top Kick has amazing experiences 
with Beelzebub, the orphan demon colt, and with Storm King, the old white horse that 
Ben, the new stableman, knew was not a-ghost. In his third year, the hero was broken 
in for riding and at that time he became friends with the strange ex-circus horse 
Jingo from Texas. They were moved to Fort Riley, Kansas, where Zacky, the colored man 
took care of him and where he was ridden by Lieutenant Bayley, and on the sly by Mug- 
gins, the Major's daughter, who owned a blind horse. Here he had experience with a 
dust storm, coyote hunts, jumping, horse shows, manoeuvres and the strange new mechan- 
ized units. Not long before December 7th, they were sent to the Philippines where 
native, loyal Tamaso cared for him and for Jingo. The descriptions of the fighting 
are presumably based on fact. You can tell prospective buyers that though Jingo is 
killed the male and equine heroes live, at least through the book. It seemed fine to 
have animals as excellent characters without having them speak. (10/1) $2.00 
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FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Nechaev, I. CHEMICAL ELEMENTS Coward, McCann 


Some years ago, M. Ilyin, Russian writer, proved that certain abstractions 
in science could be brought to the level of boys' and girls' understanding. Now a 
fellow countryman proves again that science can be made simple, dramatic and absorb- 
ing. This is the story of the discovery of many of the chemical elements in common 
use today - and the men and women who contributed their findings to the world. Cal- 
cium, magnesium, radium, helium - Davy, the Curies, Lavoisier, Mendeleyev, Kirchoff- 
names, perhaps, but after reading Nechaev's illuminating story, they become personal- 
ities, and their discoveries vital bits of human drama. For young scientists. One 


regrets the lack of an index; fortunately the Table of Contents is a full one. I11'd. 
(9/21) $2.50 


Adams, Jean & Kimball, Margaret HEROINES OF THE SKY Doubleday, Doran 


Both of these authors are fliers so they make these stories of women pion- 
eers in their field seem very convincing. They include Harriet Quimby and Mathilde 
Moisant, Katherine Stinson, Ruth Law, Phoebe Fairgrave Ornlie, Ruth Nichols, Louise 
Thaden, Mae Haizlip and Blanche Wilcox Neyes, Amelia Earhart, Elinor Smith, Frances 
Harrell Marsalis and Helen Richey, Laura Ingalls, Anne Lindbergh (we enjoyed this one 
especially), Jacqueline Cochran and Gladys O'Donnell. The girls are not so very far 
behind the boys in their interest in aviation, so this should have a good market. 


Illustrated by photographs. (10/23) $2. 50 
Smith, Ruth THE TREE OF LIFE Viking 
* Illustrated by Boris Artzybasheff, this will be vital for all libraries and 


we hope many homes. It is a fat book, a testament of faith from many lands, the direct 
outgrowth of Miss Smith's work with Robert Ballou on Bible of the World, after an 
introduction by Mr. Ballou, we find absorbing passages from the inspiring sacred books 
of the American Indians, the Norse, the peoples of India, the Chinese, the Egyptians, 
the Babylonians, the Greeks, the Persians, the Mohammedans, the Hebrews and the b 


Christians. (Iro7mm . $3. 
ry Q Ay" 2 oD 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Sloane, Gertrude Larned FUN WITH FOLK TALES Dutton 
Six Plays in Verse with Music and Songs 


This would seem to be the answer to many a problem, for these plays are 
arranged for children under thirteen, should take twenty minutes acting time, and have 
suggestions for props, costumes, etc. The four for the older ones are King Thrush- 
beard, Golden Goose, Rumpelstiltskin and Sprig of Rosemary. The two for the younger 
are The Little Red Hen and Who Laughs Last Laughs Best. Decorations by Marion Downer. 

(Publ. ) $2.00 


Henius, Frank, ed. SONGS AND GAMES OF THE AMERICAS Scribner 


It is well-nigh impossible to tell how this will stand up against the. book 
published by Barnes and reviewed on page 316, and which was seen in finished form, very 
attractive looking. This seems to have the same basic idea to bring to our children 
through the teachers, some of the Spanish games which have been used for years in the 
two Americas. Illustrated by Luis Quero Chiesa. (9/7?) $2.00 
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ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 


Collins, A. Frederick THE GREATEST EYE IN THE WORLD Appleton-Century 
A history of the implements of astronomy, a picture of astronomical devel- 
opment. For further report see page 399. (10/4, $3.00 
Miller, H. Blaine NAVY WINGS Dodd, Mead 
A revised edition of this good book by the author of the Bob Wakefield 
series. For further report see page 403. (9/9) $3.00 
Haskell, H. J. THIS WAS CICERO Knopf 
* Be sure to go back and read Miss Kirkus' report on page 402, then see if 
you can sell this for school libraries. Teachers will surely be grateful if you bring 
it to their attention. (10/19) $3.50 
Mytinger, Caroline HEADHUNTING AROUND THE CORAL SEA Macmillan 


Older girls should certainly enjoy this, the title should get them because 
of the world news value. For further full report see page 399. FOAES /0 /, 7 $3.50 


Chevigny, Hector LORD OF ALASKA: Baranov&the Russian Adventure Viking 


Give this to your boys, again you will find appeal in the fact that the 
locale is of such importance now. For fuller report see page 399. (9/28) $3.00 


Edited by Josephine Kimball 


This Is A Marginal Book for All Ages 


Goudge, Elizabeth THE BLUE HILLS Coward, McCann 


This is a book that fs — on the face of it - hard to place, and the publish- 
ers are making it double hard by their apparent uncertainty, listing it first as an 
adult book, then as a juvenile. For our money, we'd place it as an adult book, for 
we found it perfect fantasy escape for troubled times, and that blend of realism and 
fantasy that Elizabeth Goudge can do, but which appeals more to the imaginative adult 
than to the child, who wants either realism or fantasy, sharply defined. The charac- 
ters stem back to her lovely City of Bells; the village personalities congregate for 
young Hugh Anthony's birthday pienic in the blue hills. And there, two by two, they 
drift over the borderline of reality, into the legendary fey world of the town's past. 
There, too, each one finds that quality he (or she) had thought lost, and the return 
to real life finds each one a bigger and a better person. A book to lift one out of 
self and into another worid. But chose your market with care. $2.00 
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; IMPORTANT NOTICE ‘ 
: As of October first our address will be : 
: 58 BANK STREET, N. Y. C. rf 
: Our Telephone Number - WATKINS 9 - 7997 : 
. Please make these corrections in your records. ° 
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Last year - when sample copies of the attractive 20 page Christmas booklet 


A Reminder About Christmas 
and 


THE HOLIDAY BOOK LIST 


went out with the bulletins, we had any number of belated orders, which we were 


unable to fill. Unfortunately, that will be the case this year also. 


the time to decide what you want to do by way of holiday promotion. 


to use a small selected list of books? 


is what you want. The list covers adult and juvenile books — about 200 titles in 


So now is 


Do you want 


If so, we feel that our Holiday Book List 


all. In size it is planned to fit a standard business envelope, though matching 





envelopes can be secured at cost. The Holiday Book List is illustrated and printed g,|00° 


in color on colored stock. And the cost will be as close to three cents each, in $3 lOO 


quantities of 500 - 1000, as we can keep it. 


In smaller quantities, the price will 


be $4.00 per hundred, with no charge for imprinting in quantities of 300 and up. 


There is an advance of 10 per cent in printing and paper costs this year. 


To insure the above prices, 


it is essential for us to have orders in hand by 


October 9th. The lists will be ready in time for Children’s Book Week. 


Please fill out the form below and return it to us. 


Thank you. 


Ayer |e © 


gispaiee 
udu § 60 
3.50 per !O0 
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A HOLIDAY BOOK LIST 
MATCHING ENVELOPES 


Name 





Quantity 
Quantity 








} Address 
















